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Neighborly Apologetics 101, Part 1

Foundations & Basics

A Relational Revolution in Defending the Faith

In an era when cultural hostility toward Christianity often meets logical arguments with
indifference or outright rejection, Dr. Del Tackett proposes a profound shift: move from
confrontational, debate-style apologetics to what he calls "neighborly apologetics." Delivered in a
webinar on January 3, Tackett’s presentation (from 00:04 to 24:12) lays out a vision rooted in
Scripture, personal confession, and cultural observation. Rather than leading with intellectual
proofs or winning arguments, Christians are called to build deep, authentic relationships with
neighbors, allowing the gospel to emerge naturally through lived witness and gentle responses to
genuine questions.

Tackett begins by framing neighborly apologetics as a biblical corrective to how apologetics has
"morphed"” in contemporary Christianity. He clarifies that he does not dismiss traditional
methods—evidential or classical apologetics have value—but insists the current moment demands
alignment with God’s call to engage those around us. This approach is "ground zero" for Kingdom
work: ordinary Christian families, not just pastors or professionals, bear primary responsibility.
Scripture assigns church leaders the role of equipping saints for ministry (Ephesians 4:11-12), tying
directly to the "royal law" of loving one’s neighbor as oneself (James 2:8).

The core vision is family-centered and holistic. Christian households—parents and children
together—commit to cultivating significant relationships with those "providentially in our
Jerusalem" (echoing Acts 1:8’s concentric circles of witness). This happens through prayer (deemed
absolutely critical), gracious action, wisdom, truth-telling, and winsome living empowered by the
Holy Spirit. The goal: tear down relational walls, build trust, and replicate the early church’s
organic expansion, where believers turned the world upside down one transformed life at a time.

Central to this vision are three Scriptures for families to memorize and discuss. The first, 1 Peter
3:15, commands believers to honor Christ as Lord in their hearts, always ready to make a defense
(apologia in Greek, the root of "apologetics") for the hope within them—yet with gentleness and
respect. Tackett stresses a key insight: no one asks for the reason behind your hope unless they
know you. Shallow acquaintances or "drive-by Christianity" produce no such inquiries. Only deep
relationships allow others to observe hope shining through trials, prompting natural questions.

In those relationships, faithfulness amid hardship becomes crucial. When life unravels—illness,
loss, conflict—believers who manifest genuine hope stand out. This visible witness, combined with
gentleness and respect, honors Christ. Every scriptural call to apologetics, Tackett notes, wraps
defense in grace.

The second verse, Colossians 4:5-6, deepens the framework: "Walk in wisdom toward outsiders,


https://vimeo.com/786288958?fl=pl&fe=sh

making the best use of the time. Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you
may know how you ought to answer each person." Wisdom emerges as pivotal. Tackett confesses
that for much of his Christian life, his outreach lacked it. Motivated by agenda—to win debates,
prove others wrong academically or logically—he now sees those efforts as shameful. Godly
wisdom, he explains, is not self-serving. Solomon pleased God by requesting wisdom for his
people’s shalom (flourishing), not personal gain. Wisdom seeks the true good of others.

Speech, therefore, remains gracious always—not selectively for likable neighbors, but universally.
It is "seasoned with salt": flavorful, preserving, stimulating curiosity. This seasoning enables
discernment—knowing how to tailor responses to each individual rather than imposing a rigid
script. Tackett again confesses his past: despite extensive study (Apologetics Study Bible, massive
volumes), his motive was often self-aggrandizement or victory. Colossians demands listening, Spirit-
led discernment, and customized answers.

Discernment starts with spiritual categories: believer or non-believer? The boundary
blurs—Scripture warns of tares among wheat and false professors facing "Depart from me" despite
miracles. Yet recognizing the distinction shapes engagement. For non-believers, further discern
openness or hostility toward God. Few are utterly closed; cultural moments reveal latent
awareness. Tackett cites a recent NFL game where a player’s life-threatening injury prompted
players and announcers to call for prayer—no outrage ensued. Such events offer entry points:
"Who were they praying to?" "If he survives, will they credit prayer?" These questions season
speech with salt, gently probing worldview foundations.

For professing believers, assess worldview depth. Surveys suggest most lack a robust biblical one.
Solid believers might join the Engagement Project to grasp the royal law and collaborate in
neighborhood prayer and outreach. Those with shallow views benefit from the Truth Project first,
then Engagement Project, to build biblical foundations.

All interactions hinge on deep relationships—the defining mark of neighborly apologetics versus
Tackett’s former combative style. Modern Christianity, he laments, often neglects real relationships;
programs prioritize events over bonds. Jesus modeled otherwise: forming a small group, deepening
ties with three, progressively revealing truth. In a culture possibly "given over" to a depraved mind
(Romans 1 progression: immorality —» dishonorable passions — inability to reason with God), logic-
first apologetics hits walls. Christianity is rational—God invites reasoning (Isaiah 1:18), sets logical
propositions (Deuteronomy 11’s blessings/curses)—but depravity impairs receptivity. Thus, build
relationships with fewer people; respond graciously to questions arising organically.

Tackett’s vision challenges believers to reclaim neighborly engagement as primary apologetics. It
demands humility, prayer dependence, and long-term commitment. The payoff: authentic witness
that opens doors traditional methods increasingly cannot.
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Neighborly Apologetics 101, Part 1:

Foundations & Basics

Reclaiming Relational Witness in a Skeptical Age

In his January 3, webinar, Dr. Del Tackett introduces "neighborly apologetics” as a biblically
grounded alternative to the confrontational, argument-centered apologetics that has dominated
much of modern Christian discourse. Rather than leading with intellectual proofs or debate
victories, Tackett urges believers to prioritize deep, authentic relationships with neighbors as the
true foundation for defending the faith.

He describes this approach as "ground zero" in Kingdom work: ordinary Christian families—not
just pastors or scholars—are entrusted with engaging those providentially placed in their lives.
Drawing from the royal law of loving one’s neighbor (James 2:8), Tackett envisions households
committed to building significant relationships through prayer, gracious action, wisdom, truth, and
Spirit-empowered winsomeness. The aim is to tear down walls, earn trust, and mirror the early
church’s organic expansion.

Two Scriptures anchor the vision. First, 1 Peter 3:15 calls believers to be ready to give a reason for
their hope—yet with gentleness and respect. Tackett emphasizes that no one asks for such a reason
without first knowing you deeply. Shallow connections or "drive-by Christianity" fail; only
sustained relationships allow hope to shine visibly, especially in trials, prompting genuine
questions.

Second, Colossians 4:5-6 instructs walking in wisdom toward outsiders, with speech always
gracious and "seasoned with salt" to discern how to answer each person uniquely. Tackett confesses
that much of his earlier apologetic efforts were agenda-driven—seeking to win arguments rather
than serve others' flourishing (shalom). Godly wisdom, he explains, prioritizes the good of another,
not personal triumph.

In a culture possibly "given over" to a depraved mind (Romans 1), logic-first approaches often meet
resistance. Jesus modeled relationship-building—forming a small group and deepening bonds
before revealing fuller truth. Tackett calls believers to do the same: invest in fewer people, listen
attentively, respond graciously, and trust the Spirit to open doors for defense that flows naturally
from trusted friendship.

Neighborly apologetics is not anti-intellectual; it values academic tools but insists they serve
relational witness. In an age of skepticism, the most compelling defense may be a life of consistent
hope shared across the backyard fence.
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