
JESUS BEGINS HIS PERSONAL MINISTRY

INTRODUCTION: 

We are now ready for lesson number three as we continue our study in the gospel of 

John. The section to be covered in this lesson is John 1:19-51 We have two main happenings in 

this section of John’s gospel as Jesus now begins His personal ministry. In chapter 1 vs 19-34 we

have the witness of John the Baptizer; and then in chapter 1 vs 35-42 we have Jesus’ first 

followers. We will look at these two major happenings in Jesus’ life in that order.

Today our Lesson text is: 

John 1:19- 51

Today’s Lesson Aim is: 

We will see two events which occurred as Jesus begins His personal ministry. 

Today’s Lesson Preview: We will . . . 

1. Examine the dialogue between the Jews and John the Baptizer as he witnesses as to 

who he is and is not. 

2.  Accompany Jesus as He recruits His first disciples, Andrew, Simon, Philip, and 

Nathanael.

I. THE WITNESS OF JOHN THE BAPTIZER 

A. The Persons Who Inquire – The Investigating Committee 

1. The Jewish religious leaders (John 1:19). 

a. The term, “the Jews” is used by John and means “the religious leaders, 

especially as they are centered in Jerusalem.” 

b. They are in opposition to Jesus. 

c. They are distinguished from the crowds or the multitudes in the gospel of 

John. 

2. Concerned about his preaching and the excitement that has been caused by what 

John has been doing in the Jordan River area. 

a. Matthew 3:5 tells us that people went out to see him from Jerusalem and all 

Judea and the whole region of the Jordan.

 b. Luke 3:15 tells us the people were waiting expectantly and were all 

wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Christ. 
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NOTE: No wonder the religious leaders sent messengers to find out who John was. The whole 

area is coming out to hear his preaching and many are being baptized.

They are thinking perhaps this is the long-awaited Messiah, and the religious leaders feel the 

need of finding out what John says about himself. 

B. Questions Asked and Answers Given – Negatively 

1. The Jews’ first question: “Are you the Christ?” John’s answer: “I am not the 

Messiah.” 

2. The Jews’ second question: “Well, then, are you Elijah?” 

a. John’s answer: “No, I am not.” 

b. Jesus identifies John the Baptist with Elijah (Matthew 11:11-14; 17:10- 13; 

Luke 1:17). 

c. He is not literally Elijah – not the same individual. 

3. The Jew’s third question: “Are you the prophet?” John’s answer: “No”. 

a. John was “a” prophet (John 11:9). 

b. John was not “the” prophet – the one the people anticipated from Moses’ 

prediction (Genesis 18). 

c. Jesus is identified as that prophet (Acts 3:22; Acts 7:37). 

C. Question Answered Positively – As to Who John Is and His Assignment 

“The voice of one calling out in the desert. Make straight the way for the Lord” (Isaiah 

40:3). 

1. He is one who has the authority to baptize. 

a. Not baptizing Gentile proselytes. 

b. He is immersing Israelites – claims to have the power to baptize Israelites. 

2. John bears witness about who he really is and who Jesus is. 

D. The Startling Announcement – As to Who Jesus Is. 

1. Jesus is the “Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world” (v. 29). 

a. The Passover lamb is the background for John’s statement (Exodus 12; Isaiah 

53:7). 

b. Jesus is the one who takes away peoples’ sins (1 John 3:5). 
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c. Jesus is the atoning sacrifice for our sins (1 John 2:2). 

d. His forgiving work would be for Jew and Gentile alike. 

2. Jesus is the Son of God (v. 34). 

a. The theme passage of John (20:31). b. Mark starts off his gospel by saying, 

“The gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 

II. JESUS’ FIRST DISCIPLES 

A. John Points Two to Jesus – the First of Many (vs. 35-51) 

1. The calling of Andrew and probably the apostle John himself.

a. Andrew immediately goes to find his brother Simon (vs. 40-42). 

b. Andrew is mentioned three times in the gospel of John, and each time 

he is doing the same thing. 

1) He brings a boy with loaves and fishes to Jesus (John 6). 

2) He brings inquiring Greeks to Jesus in John 12:22-24.

NOTE: When the Greeks come to Jerusalem they want to see Jesus, and they go to Philip who is

from the Greek speaking area just north of Galilee. Philip does not know what to do, but he 

does tell Andrew and Andrew knows what to do and Andrew in turn brings these men to Jesus. 

2. Simon’s name changed to Cephas. 

a. Aramaic for “rock” which is translated “Peter” in the Greek, which also means 

rock. 

b. Jesus does not see people for only what they are. 

c. He also looked at them for what they can become. 

3. Peter was not always like a rock. 

a. Sometimes he made some tragic mistakes. 

b. Jesus is seeing Peter for what he can become. 

B. Two More Recruits – Calling Philip and Nathanael (vs. 43-51) 

1. The call (v. 43). “Follow me.” 

2. The contact (vs. 44-46). 

a. Philip testifies to Nathanael that Jesus of Nazareth is the fulfillment of Old 

Testament prophecies. “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law 
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and about whom the prophets also wrote, Jesus of Nazareth the son of 

Joseph.” 

b. Nathanael’s doubt. “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?”

 c. Philip’s insistence, “Come and see.” 

3. The conversation (vs. 47-48). 

Jesus challenges Nathanael and stimulates his faith. 

a. Jesus’ assessment of Nathanael, “Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is 

nothing false.” 

b. Nathanael’s amazement. “How do you know me?” 

4. The conversion and confession (vs. 49-51).

 Nathanael’s witness as to who Jesus is, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God, you are the 

King of Israel.” 

a. Jesus’ favorite expression of Himself was “the Son of man.” 

1) It is used 83 times in the Gospels and at least 13 times in John. 

2) The title speaks of both the deity and humanity of Jesus. 

b. The term, “Messiah” had political implications and was not used by Jesus 

extensively. 

c. Jesus, in the gospel of John, is pictured as working within God’s timetable 

(John 7:30; 8:20). 

d. Finally, He will use the term “Messiah” when He is being judged, boldly and 

openly say, “Yes, I am the Messiah.” 

NOTE: The background for this term “Son of man” is in the book of Daniel (Daniel 7:13-14). It is 

also found in the book of Ezekiel several times. 

1) It emphasizes the humanity and deity of Jesus. 

2) It is a term of great dignity and great power (Matthew 25:31). 

3) Jesus is the only one who uses this term in the gospel of John. 

4) One exception – Philip (Acts 7), Philip as he was being stoned to death

looked up into heaven and declared, “I see the Son of Man standing on 

the right hand of God.” 
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NOTE: The title, “Son of man” emphasizes His humanity but also has reference to the Messiah 

with all of His power, glory and splendor and the rule in His kingdom. 

5. The claims and challenge – Jesus challenges Nathanael to a progressive faith and 

claims to be the Son of God (vs. 50-51). 

a. He claims to be the fulfillment of Jacob’s ladder (Genesis 28:10-17). 

b. He presents Himself as the messenger of God to men and of men to God. 

c. He claims for Himself the office of both prophet and priest. See John 14:6; 

10:9; Acts 4:12; 1 Timothy 2:5. 

d. He designates Himself as “Son of Man” and accepts the title “Son of God.” 

Conclusion: 

As Son of man, Jesus is the “living link” between heaven and earth. This explains His 

reference to “Jacob’s ladder” in Genesis 28. Christ is God’s ladder between heaven and earth. 

Often in this Gospel, you will find Jesus reminding people that He came down from heaven. The 

Jewish people knew that “Son of man” was a name for their Messiah (John 12:34). 

 At the close of the fourth day, Jesus had at least five believing men who were His disciples. In 

the three years that lay ahead, they would grow in their faith, learn more about Jesus, and one 

day take His place on the earth so that the Word might be carried to all mankind. They did not 

immediately “forsake all and follow Him;” that was to come later.
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