
THE BOOK OF REVELATION 10 

THE FIRST FOUR TRUMPETS 

INTRODUCTION:  

The importance of the seventh seal is seen in that both the Seven Trumpets (effec?ng 1/3 of all 
crea?on) and the Seven Bowls (effec?ng all of crea?on) are part and parcel of the seventh seal. The 
seventh seal contains the seven trumpets. Seals were for concealing. Tearing them off was to reveal. 
Trumpets speak of warning judgments. The judgments, being only par?al, call for the ungodly to pay 
aMen?on and repent of their wickedness. The trumpets remind us of the plagues that God brought on 
Egypt. The oppressor is being punished–brought to his knees. As it was in the days of Moses, so it is in 
the day of John. The ungodly is badly hurt; but, as it turns out, not hurt sufficiently to turn him from 
iniquity. But these chapters (8-9) do tell the saints of their ul?mate victory.  

LESSON TEXT: Revela?on 8:1-13  

LESSON AIM: Understanding that judgment falling on an ungodly world should draw them to 
repentance and remind the saints that God has all authority and is in control.  

LESSON PREVIEW: You will . . .  

1. See a seventh seal opened which reveals seven angels before the throne who are given seven 
trumpets.  

2. Learn that the first four trumpets picture natural calami?es. 1st, land disaster, – 2nd, mari?me 
disaster, – 3rd, land/water disaster, – 4th, heavenly disaster.  

3. See that these judgments affect one-third of the earth on which they come.  

I. PREPARATION (8:1-6). OPENING THE SEVENTH SEAL  

The seventh seal pictures seven angels before the throne who are given seven trumpets.  

A Period of Silence (v. 1)  

In a world and a book filled with sounds (trumpets, running rivers, thunders, music), no one sound 
would be as remarkable as silence itself. This is what marks the opening of the seventh seal and the 
trumpets of chapters 8 and 9 – a period of silence of about half an hour in heaven. What was its 
purpose? Read Zephaniah 1:7, 14-18; Zechariah 2:13; Habakkuk 2:20. 

 1. To gain aMen?on.  

2. The calm before the storm.  

3. All delay is over, judgment is here.  

4. Heaven’s angels are awestruck to silence by the terror of God.  

B. SupplicaJon of the Saints (vs. 2-5)  

We will discuss verse 2 at verse 6.  

1. The awesome silence was followed by the ac?ons of a special angel at the golden altar in 
heaven (See Revela?on 9:13; 14:18; 16:7). In the tabernacle and temple, the golden altar stood 



before the veil and was used for burning incense (Exodus 30:1-10). Burning incense on this altar was 
a picture of prayer ascending to God (Psalms 141:1-2).  

2. The “prayers of the saints” are not the prayers of a special group in heaven but of all God’s 
people, saints – set apart for God – through faith in Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 1:1; 9:1, 12; 13:13).  

3. On the Great Day of Atonement, the high priest would put incense on the coals in the censer 
and, with the blood of the sacrifice, enter the Holy of Holies (Levi?cus 16:11-14). But in this scene, 
the angel puts the incense on the altar and then causes the coals from the altar to be cast to the 
earth! The parallel in Ezekiel 10 indicates that this symbolized God’s judgment. A storm is about to 
begin! A storm for which saints on earth have prayed! True prayer is serious business, so we had 
beMer not move the altar too far from the throne!  

4. With each announcement of judgment to come from the throne, a liMle more is added–
probably for emphasis. a. Lightning, rumblings, thunder, earthquake (8:5). b. Lightning, rumblings, 
thunder, earthquake, hailstorm (11:19). c. Lightning, rumblings, thunder, earthquake, hailstone each 
stone weighing about a hundred pounds (16:18-21).  

II. DESOLATION (8:6-13). THE FIRST FOUR TRUMPETS  

The first four trumpets represent natural calami?es. For the biblical background on trumpets, 
see Numbers 10. Compare Joel 2:1, 15; Nehemiah 4:18; Jeremiah 4:5, 19; 6:1-5; Hosea 5:8-9; 8:1; 
Amos 3:6.  

A. On the Earth (v. 7)  

1. Hail and fire, mingled with blood – Read Exodus 9:24.  

2. One-third of trees and green things devoured – Food is aMacked.  

3. The gods of the oppressor is exposed, as was Egypt’s gods.  

B. In the Seas (vs. 8-9) – Three-fold judgment  

1. One-third of sea water became blood – Read Exodus 7:19-21.  

2. One-third of sea-creatures died.  

3. One-third of ships destroyed.  

C. In the Fresh Waters (vs. 10-11)  

1. A great star.  

a. Some?mes, notable individuals (Isaiah 14:12).  

b. Some?mes, people of God (Daniel 8:10; 12:3 with Genesis 15:5). 

c. Some?mes, part of picture of divine visita?on (Revela?on 6:13; MaMhew 24:29). So to be 
understood here – it is a mark of divine punishment. Men may order men, but God orders 
the very stars of heaven to do his will.  

d. A biMer star.  



e. Wormwood, undrinkable and poisonous. Read Jeremiah 9:15 (poisonous water); 23:15; 
Lamenta?ons 3:15, 19; Amos 5:7; Deuteronomy 29:18; Proverbs 5:4.  

2. A destruc?ve star.  

a. One-third of water made biMer.  

b. Many people died from the water.  

D. In the Heavens (v. 12) – Compare Exodus 10:21-23  

1. This would bring unthinkable disasters upon the en?re universe, if literally fulfilled. With one 
third less sunlight on the earth, there would be one third less energy available to support the life systems 
of man and nature.  

2. For some Old Testament background, read Isaiah 34:4-5; Joel 2:10.  

E. The Eagle of Warning (v. 13)  

1. The eagle is not a noble bird, but a bird of prey. The same word is found in MaMhew 24:28. 
See the lonely but fierce predator which swoops on its vic?ms. See it solitary in the sky and hear 
the awe-inspiring, spine-chilling word it has to say: WOE! WOE! WOE!  

2. The people warned: “The inhabitants of the earth.” This expression, used in Revela?on, 
speaks of the wicked. It stands in opposi?on to those who “dwell in heaven” (Revela?on 13:6). 
The phrase is found in 3:10; 6:10; 8:13; 11:10 (twice); 12:12; 13:8, 12, 14 (twice); 14:6; 17:18. 
Check these yourself and see if each does not have an evil import. The saints, even though they 
live on the earth, are seen as dwellers in heaven (Revela?on 12:12; 13:6). 

CONCLUSION: 

 What have we seen in this chapter?  

1. Judgment falling on an ungodly world which should draw them to repentance. Their whole 
world is being hit.  

2. The saints are being reminded by God that He has all authority and is in control.  

3.  The remaining three trumpets are going to be much more severe than the first four – WOE, 
WOE, WOE!


