
THE BOOK OF REVELATION 9 

THE MILITANT AND TRIUMPHANT CHURCH 

INTRODUCTION:  

Chapter seven is an interlude to answer the ques3on le4 hanging at the close of chapter six – 
“For the great day of their (God and the lamb) wrath is come, and who can stand?”  

What caused that ques@on?  

Just look at what John has seen so far in chapters four through six. God is on the throne at the 
very center of the universe. He is not only aware of all that is going on; He is taking ac3ve control of 
ul3mate. He holds the book of the future in His right hand.  

The slain Lamb, Jesus Christ, takes the future in His hand. He will loose the seals, revealing the 
outcome of the persecuted church’s struggle with the seemingly invincible enemy. He is declared worthy 
to do that by virtue of His death and resurrec3on in rapid songs of praise by the redeemed, by the 
cherubim, by innumerable angels, and by all created beings.  

Jesus opens the first six seals. He is seen as the conquering warrior – Rome’s worst enemy. In 
quick succession war, famine, and death invade the Chris3an experience. In heaven, before the throne of 
God, martyred saints cry to God for Him to vindicate His name by bringing retribu3on on the pervert 
who killed them. They are told to enjoy their rest un3l more of their brethren go through the crucible.  

The sixth seal reveals that the day of the Lord is at hand. It will be for Rome, as it had been for 
Assyria, Babylon, Edom, and many others before Rome, a day of total blackness, dismay, disorder, and 
destruc3on. Man will desire any alterna3ve in comparison to what awaits them. Riches, military might, 
social posi3on, poli3cal power and alliance are all unable to deliver them.  

In view of all this, the ques3on now demands answer, “Who can stand?” What becomes of the 
Chris3an while all this dreadful, inescapable, inevitable judgment is going on? Do they escape or are they 
destroyed also? This interlude, chapter seven, will show the forces of destruc3on held under restraint 
un3l the saints are sealed for eternal glory and against destruc3on.  

Our lesson text today is Revela3on 7:1-14  

This will be our aim this morning. to gain the assurance that the sealed servants of God are 
never eternally affected by the judgments of God.  

Our preview today we will . . .  

1. See 144,000 servants of God and learn that these are the church of God on earth.  

2. Find out who and what the innumerable host is and how they offer assurance to other 
Chris3ans. 

1. THE SEALED 144,000 (7:1-8)  
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The sealed servants of God on earth are protected against judgment.  

A. Four Angels Holding Back the Four Winds (vs. 1-3)  

1. Angels (messengers) are, in this book, always associated with the forces of nature.  

a. The wind (Revela3on 7:1).  

b. Fire (Revela3on 14:18).  

c. Water (Revela3on 16:5).  

2. The “winds” are o4en used to indicate the ac3vity of God. Check this out in a concordance. 
Read especially Isaiah 57:13 and Jeremiah 18:17 when God uses the wind as a symbol of His 
ac3ons against His enemies, the na3ons that afflict the righteous. Let us read Psalm 104:4 
quoted in Hebrews 1:7. Now let us, read John 3:7-8.  

3. The four corners of the earth – Indica3ng again the universal nature of the judgment 
announced already to be at hand by the sixth seal. This phrase is no more unscien3fic here than 
in Isaiah 11:2 or the local newspaper.  

4. “To prevent any wind from blowing on the land, or the sea, or on any tree.” Without the 
restraining influence of God in these four messengers of His, this judgment on all the earth 
would have already been accomplished.  

5. “Do not harm . . . un@l we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of God.”  

a. This clearly indicates that God is in total control of worldly affairs, and, therefore, that 
his people have absolutely nothing to fear.  

b. This also shows, beyond doubt, that this judgment and the 144,000 that will be sealed 
are on earth, not in Heaven.  

c. Note that a fi4h angel, from the east (the sun rising), comes to further the work of the 
first four.  

1) The sun symbolizes the agributes and goodness of God. Check for yourself. 
Read such passages as Psalm 84:11 (God is a sun and shield) Malachi 4:2 (Jesus 
is the sun of righteousness), Revela3on 22:16; 16:12.  

2) Light is a good thing (Genesis 1:3). Christ is the true light. God is light. This 
angel from the east brings good news. The angel comes from where light 
originates. The judgment in the preceding chapter promised the blacking-out of 
the sun – this angel comes from the rising of the sun and is the bearer of a glad 
message for those who will go through gloom.  

3) This angel also calls for a delay. Here, as in Ezekiel 9, all the righteous are 
marked or sealed. The vision is very specific. The tribula3on cannot come 3ll all 
the servants of God are sealed!  

d. What is the seal of the living God?  
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1) It cannot be the Holy Spirit. All servants of God have the Holy Spirit within 
them, Gala3ans 4:6; Romans 8:9, and many others. These are sealed, because 
they are already servants (v. 3).  

2) It is nothing tangible. It is simply part of the vision. In ancient 3mes, as today, 
people put marks on things that belong exclusively to them. God, by marking his 
servants with this seal, says, “These, my People, will be protected. They are 
exempt from harm. Don’t touch them.”  

3) Read Ezekiel 9. The righteous are marked. Were they literally marked? Why 
would we have to have something tangible here? 

Here, as in Ezekiel 9, the seal is neither the Holy Spirit or a literal mark, but a 
token of assurance given in a picture.  

B. Does this Sealing Assure the Saints of Physical Preserva@on No!  

Many of them died in God’s judgment on Rome, but, since they were sealed, they would go to 
their owner.  

C. The Sealing Accomplished (vs 4-8)  

1. The number of the sealed – “144,000.” The number 12 is ever associated with the people of 
God – 12 Patriarchs, 12 Apostles, 12 tribes, 12 gates, 12 founda3ons. To raise a number to a 
higher power is to emphasize its inner quality. “Twelve” speaks of the completeness of God’s 
people. All of God’s saints who are to undergo this period of trial are assured of God’s 
protec3on. 12x12x1000 simply underscores this assurance. 144,000 means “All of my people 
are under my protec@on and care.” “…Not a pebble will fall to the ground” (Amos 9:9).  

2. The iden@ty of the sealed – All God’s servants on earth. Some would restrict this group to 
Jewish Chris3ans. Several things mi3gate against that view.  

a. There is nowhere else in this book that such a dis3nc3on is drawn.  

b. It is the custom of the writer to use Old Testament names with New Testament 
meaning.  

1) The temple becomes the church.  

2) The Lamb becomes Jesus.  

3) The altar becomes worship.  

4) The incense becomes prayer.  

5) The tribes of Israel, then, would become members of the New Testament 
kingdom.  

c. The lis3ng of the Tribes in this chapter is different than found anywhere else. 

d. The seal is placed on their foreheads and in chapter 22:4 all believers are so marked.  

e. We will find this same number in chapter 14 where it is undoubtedly all of God’s 
servants.  
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Let us take note: We are not sugges3ng that “Israel” in the rest of the New Testament does not refer to 
fleshly Israelites. We believe it doe. But, in this highly figura3ve book, it shouldn’t surprise us that it is 
used figura3vely.  

THINGS TO CONSIDER:  

1. The Chris@an will be able to stand – the Chris3an will not be judged (condemned) and 
therefore will be able to stand (cf. John 5:24).  

2. The sealed ones:  

a. These are not sealed in order to be Chris3ans.  

b. These are Chris3ans sealed in order to escape the judgment (Ezekiel 9:1-6; 2 Timothy 
2:19).  

3. Chapter seven has two paragraphs:  

a. Verses 1-8 – the militant church.  

b. Verses 9-16 – the church triumphant. 

c. The point of these two paragraphs is one – the faithful Chris3an stands in the midst of 
judgment.  

II. THE INNUMERABLE MULTITUDE (7:9-14)  

Although the Chris3an may be killed when God’s judgment comes, he escapes the judgment and 
stands victorious before the throne.  

A. This En@re Vision Is Based in the Old Testament Feast of Tabernacles This feast had the 
following characteris@cs:  

1. It was the last, the highest, and the most joyful feast of the year.  

2. All the labors of the year were past. All the crops, grain, wine, oil, were gathered.  

3 It was preceded by the Day of Atonement. Sin had been carried away into the wilderness.  

4. The feelings of Israel were of the most triumphant kind.  

5. The “booths” which represented freedom from bondage, were made from the branches of 
their most prized and most fruit-bearing trees.  

6. Their songs were only those of thanksgiving.  

7. A priest would draw water from the pool of Siloam and, in the presence of all, pour it on the 
altar. The people would wave small palm branches (cf. Revela3on 7:9) and fill the temple with joyful 
singing.  

8. The temple would be glowing all that night with many lights.  

B. The Vision of the Great Mul3tude  

1. Their number (v. 9) – No man could count.  
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2. Their origin (v. 9) – From every na3on, tribe, people, and language. Compare Revela3on 
5:9-10; 10:11; 13:7; 17:5.  

3. Their posi3on (v. 9) – Standing before the throne . . . in front of the Lamb.  

4. Their appearance (v. 9) – Wearing white robes – overcomers – cf. 3:4-5, 18. Holding palm 
branches – Joy in work done.  

5. Their song (v. 10) – Salva3on belongs to God. . . and the Lamb. cf. John 12:12-13. NOTE: 
Heavenly response (vs. 11-12) – Worship and “Amen”  

6. Their iden3ty (vs. 13-14) – Have come out of great tribula3on – Died, cf. John 16:33.  

7. Their state (vs. 15-17):  

a. They are before the throne.  

b. They serve in the temple.  

c. They serve day and night.  

d. They live in God’s tent.  

e. They have no need which is not filled.  

f. They have no discomfort.  

g. They are led by the Lamb.  

THINGS TO CONSIDER  

1. This mul3tude consist of those who are coming out of the great tribula3on.  

a. The tribula3on is on earth in Jesus. (cf. Revela3on 1:9).  

b. There are only two ways out of the great tribula3on:  

1) Get out of Jesus.  

2) Or get out of the earth. 

2. The requirement for leaving this world with a white robe is to walk in the light (1 John 
1:7).  

3. Day and night (v. 15) indicates that this is during the period called 3me because 
eternity is one day (cf. 2 Peter 3:18).  

CONCLUSION:  

What did we see in chapter 7?  

A message of comfort to the servants in the face of the coming storm. God’s people are sealed 
against punishment and will be ul3mately victorious and joyfully delivered from all tribula3on. They 
joyfully worship at a great Feast of Tabernacles and then become a flock of well-shepherded sheep. 
Assurance is the key throughout this chapter.
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