
THE BOOK OF REVELATION 5 

LETTERS TO SEVEN CHURCHES (2)  

INTRODUCTION:  

We have heard Jesus tell the church at Ephesus that they are a great bunch of people, but they have lost 
the spark in their life. We have heard Jesus tell the church at Smyrna that other people may not think 

much of them, and they may be poor and in tribula=on, but he counts them rich. He has told the church 
at Pergamum that they are doing well in holding out where Satan lives, but they are not doing well in the 
fact that they are tolera=ng the compromising teaching of Balaam and the Nicolaitans within their midst. 

Now he writes to the churches of Thya=ra, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea with like warnings and 
commenda=ons.  

LESSON TEXT: Revela=on 2:18 – 3:22  

LESSON AIM: To gain wisdom by examining the strengths and failings of the last four churches 
discuss in chapters two and three.  

LESSON PREVIEW: You will . . .  

1. Become aware of the danger of tolera=ng wrong deeds and wrong teaching in the 
church – example: Thya=ra.  

2. Learn that blood-washed people can become lethargic and driO into a state of 
lostness – example: Sardis.  

3. Understand that faithfulness in word and deed brings reward and opportunity, and 
open doors – example: Philadelphia.  

4. See that self-decep=on and self-sa=sfac=on will cause one to be repulsive to and 
repulsed by Christ – example: Laodicea. 

a. “Son of God” – The Infallible One.  

b. “Who has eyes like blazing fire” – The Omniscient One. c. “And feet like 
burnished bronze” – The Omnipotent Judge.  

3. Commenda=on (v. 19). “I know. . .”  

a. “Your deeds” – It was a working church.  

b. “Your love” – It was a caring church.  

c. “Your faith” – It was a daring church.  

d. “Your service” – It was a ministering church.  

e. “Your perseverance” – It was a steadfast church. 

 f. “You are doing more now than you did at first” – It was a growing church.  

4. Condemna=on (vs. 20-23). Tolerant of evil in your midst.  



a. No=ce this is the second church in a row condemned for tolerance, while Ephesus 
praised for intolerance.  

b. For background on Jezebel, read 1 Kings 16:29-33; 21:7-16, esp. 25- 26; 2 Kings 9:7.  

c. Maybe Jezebel’s “teaching” would go something like this: “In order to conquer Satan, 
you must know him. You will never be able to conquer sin unless you become 
thoroughly acquainted with it by experience. Hence, by all means aZend the guild-
feasts and commit fornica\on . . . s\ll remain a Chris\an . . . rather, become even a 
beZer Chris\an.”  

5. Warning (vs. 24-25). Repent of tolerance and be faithful.  

a. Do not hold to her teaching.  

b. Do not learn Satan’s deep secrets.  

c. Wait for me – hold on to what you have.  

6. Promise (vs. 26-28). (No=ce that the exhorta=on and promise swap places).  

a. Authority over the na=ons (vs. 26-27). Joint-rulership with God.  

b. The Morning Star (v. 28). New day dawning and Jesus (See 22:16).  

7. Exhorta=on (v. 29). Keep listening to God. 

THE SARDIS CHURCH (3:1-6) The church in Sardis had a name that they were alive, but they were dead. 
A. The City – Its Characteris=cs  

1. Located on a nearly inaccessible hill, thus the people were proud, arrogant and overconfident. 
(Compare Obadiah 1-4).  

2. A great commercial center. Everybody had plenty. In fact, they had too much. (Compare 
Deuteronomy 32:15-18).  

3. A center of immorality, even recognized as such by the heathen.  

4. They worshiped the goddess of frenzy, Cybele.  

B. The Church and Jesus’ Message (3:1-6)  

1. Saluta=on (v. 1a). – “The Angel of the church. . .”  

2. Self-designa=on (v. 1b). – “He who holds. . .”  

a. The seven spirits of God. Eternal help.  

b. The seven stars. Controls des=ny.  

3. Commenda=on – None. 

4. Condemna=on (v. 1c).  

a. Their false reputa=on: Alive.  

b. The reality: Dead.  



5. Warning (vs. 2-3).  

a. Wake up!  

b. Establish the liile good remaining!  

c. Remember what you received in the past.  

d. Repent.  

e. I am coming to judge the church.  

NOTE: There are a few living ones among the dead.  

6. Promise (vs. 4-5).  

a. To the living remnant (v. 4).  

1) White robes – purity.  

2) Recogni=on – worthiness. b. To those who overcome (v. 5).  

1) White robes – purity.  

2) Name in book – eternal life.  

3) Acknowledge to God and angels – honor.  

7. Exhorta=on (v. 6). Keep on listening to God. 

THE PHILADELPHIA CHURCH (3:7-13) The church in Philadelphia though persecuted will be protected in 
the hour of trial.  

A. The City – Its Characteris=cs  

1. A poor, unnoted city.  

2. Built to spread the Greek culture into that area.  

3. Built on an earthquake fault.  

a. It was declared a disaster area again and again.  

b. It became dependent upon government aid to exist.  

4. It was out-of-the-way, off the trade routes.  

B. The Church and Jesus’ Message (3:7-13)  

1. Saluta=on (v. 7a). “The Angel of the church. . .”  

2. Self-Designa=on (v. 7b). “Words of him who . . .”  

a. “Is holy and true.” His character.  

b. “Holds the key of David.” His royalty.  

c. “Opens and shuts.” (irrevocably) His finality.  



3. Commenda=on (vs. 8-11).  

a. They are working – “I know your deeds!”  

b. They have kept his word, though strength was liile.  

c. They have not denied his name. Therefore, He had opened a door for them.  

d. They were persecuted (v. 9).  

e. They were protected (v .10).  

f. They were crowned (v. 11). 

4. Condemna=on, none.  

5. Warning, none.  

6. Promise (v. 12).  

a. Eternal life – “. . . be made a pillar in the temple of my God.”  

b. Honor – “. . .will write upon him the name . . .”  

1) Of God,  

2) Of the Church, (the new Jerusalem – the city of God)  

3) Of Jesus. 7. Exhorta=on (v. 13). Keep on listening to God. 

THE LAODICEA CHURCH (3:14-22) The church in Laodicea was plagued by worldliness which resulted in 
their lukewarm amtude.  

A. The City – Its Characteris=cs  

1. On same earthquake fault as Philadelphia, but always refused aid.  

2. A health resort with lukewarm mineral (sulfurous) water.  

3. A medical center, trea=ng especially the eye.  

4. A clothing and fashion center.  

5. A center of banking and finance.  

B. The Church and Jesus’ Message (3:14-22)  

1. Saluta=on (v. 14a). – “The angel of the church.”  

2. Self-designa=on (v. 14b).  

a. The Amen – establishing last word.  

b. The faithful and true witness.  

c. The ruler of God’s crea=on – Jesus rules, Caesar is ruled by Him.  

3. Commenda=on (v. 15a). “I know your deeds.”  



4. Condemna=on (vs. 15b-17).  

a. Lukewarm church members (vs. 15b-16). They make Jesus sick!  

b. Prideful worldlings (v. 17). Basis of their lukewarmness.  

1) Boast: “Do not need a thing!”  

2) Reali=es: “Wretched, pi=ful, poor, blind and miserable.”  

5. Warning (vs. 18-20).  

a. Come buy from me (v. 18).  

1) Refined gold, so you will be rich.  

2) White clothes, so you will be covered.  

3) Eye salve, so you can see.  

b. Come receive my love (v. 19).  

1) Accept rebuke and discipline.  

2) Repent of worldly pride. c. Let me in to become your host (v. 20).  

6. Promise (v. 21). Co-rulership with Jesus and God.  

7. Exhorta=on (v. 22). Listen to God through the Spirit. 

FINAL NOTE ON THE SEVEN LETTERS  

The three tools Satan uses to aiack the church are introduced here to be discussed later. They are as 
follows.  

A. An\-Chris\an Persecu\on (Sea-Beast in 13:1-10)  

1. Rome (2:10, 13).  

2. Jews (2:9; 3:9). Although they didn’t have much power, they s=rred the Romans to ac=on.  

B. An\-Chris\an Religion (Earth-Beast in 13:11-18; 2:13)  

C. An\-Chris\an Seduc\on – Worldliness (The Harlot in Ch. 17) (Cf. 2:14-15, 20; 3:17-18. cf. 1 John 
2:15-17).


