
THE BOOK OF REVELATION 2 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

INTRODUCTION  

The condi*on of the Chris*ans who first received Revela*on was very cri*cal. Because 
Chris*anity had remained for several decades unno*ced by the Roman government. It had been 
regarded as a part of the Jewish religion, which was a legalized religion of Rome. When it 
became known that Chris*anity was not just a new patch on the old garment of Judaism, the 
early Chris*ans found themselves in difficulty with the government as well as with their fellow 
men.  

The message to us to remain loyal today is a relevant message – the call to choose the 
eternal rather than the temporal; to resist tempta*on, to refuse to compromise with pagan 
secularism, to place the claim of conscience above all demands against it; to cherish the 
confidence of ul*mate victory for the kingdom of God not only in the reign of Domi*an but also 
in every other chao*c period of world history, including the twen*eth century 

Again, there is no text. 

Our aim is to become acquainted with the historical background in which the book is wriNen.  

With our lesson we will . . . 

1. Understand the interpre*ve principles used in a study of the book.  

2. Discover who wrote Revela*on and why the book was wriNen.  

3. Learn the date in which Revela*on was wriNen and the *me about which it was 
wriNen.  

THE HISTORICAL – BACKGROUND, PROPHETIC – PRINCIPLE APPROACH TO THE BOOK  

A. Interpre>ve Principles Used with this Method  

1. The writer wrote primarily for the encouragement and edifica*on of the Chris*ans of 
his own day.  

2. The book is wriNen primarily in symbolic language.  

3. The book uses Old Testament terminology with New Testament meaning.  

4. One must seek to grasp the visions or series of visions as a whole without pressing the 
details of the symbolism.  

5. Revela*on is addressed to a large degree to our imagina*on. (Romans to the intellect, 
Psalms to the emo*ons). 
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6. When we have found an event or person to which the prophecy is fairly applicable, we 
can consider it fulfilled in such an event or person, but not thereby exhausted. The book is 
intended more for the purpose of showing us the forces of good and evil that make history, than 
for the predic*on of future events.  

B. The Historical Background  

1. The author of Revela*on.  

a. John (the apostle). 

 b. Servant of Jesus Christ.  

c. Brother to the Chris*ans of Asia Minor.  

2. The recipients of Revela*ons – Chris*ans who were already under persecu*on. Let’s 
look at the reasons they were to be persecuted.  

a. Chris*anity was an illegal religion. Rome tolerated the religion of those whom 
they conquered so long as they did not prosely*ze. Chris*ans, of course, existed to save 
others.  

b. Chris*anity was universal. With the Romans the State was the main thing; with 
Chris*ans the kingdom of God throughout the world was the principal concern.  

c. Chris*ans were accused of all kinds of evil. Because they held mee*ngs at 
night and were fond of each other, the Romans figured the mee*ngs were for the 
gra*fica*on of lust. When they heard Chris*ans speak of “ea*ng flesh and drinking 
blood” they accused them of cannibalism. (Ante-Nicene Fathers)  

d. Chris*ans refused to go to war.  

Two reasons:  

1) A part of the oath and ini*a*on of the soldiers included service to the 
idols of the State and the wearing of idolatrous insignias on their uniforms.  

2) Christ had taken their sword from them and had given them the ways 
of peace. (Ante-Nicene Fathers)  

e. Chris*ans were looked upon as wild fana*cs. Because of their enthusiasm. 

 f. Chris*ans refused to worship the Emperor. 

 NOTE: The policy of the government to exterminate Chris*anity was alone sufficient menace to 
have brought despair to the hearts of the baffled churches, but that was not all. While this 
danger threatened without, another fierce monster stalked within – a pernicious heresy. The 
heresy of Judaism combined with Gnos*cism to produce bewilderment, controversy, and 
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dissension. It also destroyed fellowship and threatened to destroy Chris*anity. When people 
were being killed, exiled, and robbed of all their property for refusal to renounce their religion, 
when evils were threatening to strike a death blow within the church, is there any hope for the 
future? Revela*on is God’s answer to this ques*on.  

3. The purpose of Revela*on in this background  

a. To show that so great a power as Rome was doomed to be overthrown, that in 
the end the kingdom of God would triumph and that Christ reigns, and will always reign, 
supreme. 

b. To present a ringing call to maintain loyalty to the faith at all costs, 
even in the face of martyrdom.  

C. The Prophe>c Principle  

1. Prophecy is more forth-telling God’s judgment than it is foretelling God’s ac*on in the 
future. Read Exodus 4:16 with Exodus 7:1. Also read Micah 3:8.  

2. Prophecy is not to be privately interpreted – 2 Peter 1:19-21. The prophets of the Old 
Testament, like John, received heavenly visions. Their prophecies interpre*ng the visions 
were not produc*ons of their own spirits, but of the Spirit of God.  

a. Jeremiah 1:11-15. (Read)  

1) The rod of an almond tree (vs. 1-12). God will perform His word. 

2) The pot (vs. 13-15). Signifying judgment upon Jerusalem. 

 b. Interpreta*on is not the prophet’s work but God’s pronouncement.  

c. Revela*on 1:12, 19-20 1) Candles*cks – The seven candles*cks are (signify) the 
seven churches 2) Stars – The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches.  

NOTE: Interpreta*on is not John’s but Christ’s. All signs are to be interpreted by God. Those 
whose meanings are not revealed in the text will be understood by observing a like vision in 
Scripture, the meaning of which is known. This employs the principle of interpre*ng Scripture 
by Scripture. CONSIDER  

1. The vision of the Seal of God (7:1-4). The twelve tribes of Israel are sealed in their 
foreheads. Compare Ezekiel 9:1-9. The sealing was not for iden*fica*on, as in 2 Timothy 2:19, 
but for protec*on during God’s judgment of evil na*ons.  

2. The vision of the LiNle Book (10:5-11). John is told to eat the book–sweet to the taste 
but biNer in the stomach. Compare Ezekiel 2:8 – 3:3, 14. John, like Ezekiel, must preach the 
message of God’s grace in the midst of God’s judgment.  

D. Rome’s Rulers from 27 B.C. to 81 A.D.  
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1. Augustus 27 B.C. to 14 A.D.    2. Tiberius 14 A.D. to 37 A.D.  

3. Caligula 37 A.D. to 41 A.D.    4. Claudius 41 A.D. to 54 A.D.  

5. Nero 54 A.D. to 68 A.D.    6. Galba 68 A.D.  

7. Otho 68 A.D.      8. Vitellius 69 A.D.  

9. Vespasian 69 A.D. to 79 A.D.    10. Titus 79 A.D. to 81 A.D.  

E. Domi>an, the 11th Ruler 

 He puts down three (probably Galba, Otho, Vitellius) to make himself the eighth. 

F. Read Revela>on 17:9-11  

1. “Five are fallen” – These are Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, and Nero.  

2. “One is” – This is Vespasian.  

3. “One to come” – This is Titus.  

4. “The Beast–an eighth” – This is the mad-man Domi*an.  

5. The Neroian persecu*on is not in view in the book of Revela*on – the 
persecu*on spoken of is future.  

6. The number eight in the symbolism of numbers:  

a. Stands primarily for renewed ac*vity.  

b. Comes to mean even a claim of deity amer the New Testament.  

G. The Date of the Book: About 78 A.D.  

1. It was wriNen during the reign of Vespasian.  

2. This date is based on a comparison of Daniel 7 and Revela*on 13 and 17.  

3. 95 A.D. is the *me OF WHICH the book is wriNen.  

A TOPICAL AND TEXTUAL OUTLINE OF THE BOOK  

A. Topical Outline – like a Three Act Play  

1. Act One – The Fortunes of the Church, chapters. 1 – 3.  

2. Act Two – The Outward Struggle Between the Church and Rome, Chapters 4 – 
11.  

3. Act Three – The Inward Struggle Between Christ and The Devil, Chapters 12 – 
22.  
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B. Textual Outline  

1. The Son of Man and the Candles*cks, Chapter 1.  

2. The LeNers to the Seven Churches, Chapters. 2 – 3.  

3. The Throne Scene, Chapter 4.  

4. The Sealed Book and the Worthy Lamb, Chapter 5.  

5. Opening Six Seals, Chapter 6.  

6. Sealed & Victorious Saints, Chapter 7.  

7. Seventh Seal and Six Trumpets, Chapters. 8-9.  

8. Seven Thunders and LiNle Book, Chapter 10.  

9. The Temple, Two Witnesses, Seventh Trumpet, Chapter 11.  

10. The Woman, The Dragon, The Man-Child, Chapter 12.  

11. The Two Beasts, Chapter 13.  

12. 144,000, Headlines, Judgment, Chapter 14.  

13. Seven Bowls of Wrath, Chapters 15 – 16.  

14. The Harlot – Introduc*on, Chapter 17.  

15. The Harlot – Fall, Chapter 18.  

16. The Rider on the White Horse, Chapter 19.  

17. Satan and Evil Falls, Chapter 20.  

18. The Victory of the Saints, Chapters 21-22. 

C. The Purpose of the Book To present and maintain the incen*ve to be “faithful unto death.” 
This is accomplished by presen*ng:  

1. The ul*mate triumph of the church:  

a. The great mul*tude (7:14-15). The mul*tude is said to be “coming out of the 
great tribula>on.” Compare the “tribula>on” with 1:9. Though the saints have been 
persecuted unto death, they are never-the-less “before the throne of God” (7:15). 

 b. Martyrs that live:  

1) The souls under the Altar (6:9). “. . . slain yet cry out.” 
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 2) The two witnesses (11:3, 7, 11). “. . . killed yet raised.” 

 3) Beheaded souls, “I saw the souls of them that had been beheaded 
because of Christ. . . and they lived . . .” (20:4). Thus, “Blessed are the dead who 
die in the Lord” (14:13). 

 c. The Eternal City – The holy city, new Jerusalem, a bride (21:2, 9-10; Ephesians 
5:22-23). Standing triumphant on the other side of the conflict. 

 2. The ul*mate defeat of:  

a. An*-Chris*an World Forces (17:14; 19:11-16), the baNle is not described, yet 
the adversaries are “. . .killed with the sword of Him that sat upon the horse.” The 
defeat of the opposi*on is predetermined.  

b. Satan (12:7-12).  

1) “The great dragon was cast down” (20:10).  

2) He is “. . . cast into the lake of fire and brimstone.” The defeat of Satan 
is presented before the final overthrow.
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