
PUNISHMENT OF THE WICKED

Jeremiah 21:14; Hosea 12:2

I. Evil People Shall Be Punished Because Of:

1. Lack of knowledge of God. 2 Thessalonians 1:8-giving vengeance in a 

fire of flame {i.e., in flaming fire} to those who do not know God and to 

those who are not obeying* the good-news of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

2. Their iniquities. Jeremiah 5:25 - Your* iniquities have turned away these

things and your* sins have withheld good from you*. 

Amos 3:2 - You* only I have known of all the families of the earth. 

Therefore, I will visit upon you* all your* iniquities.

3. Their unbelief. Romans 11:20 - Well; they were broken off by their 

unbelief, but you are standing in the faith. Do not be cavalier, but fear; 

Hebrews 3:18, 19 - Now to whom did he swear that they might not enter 

into his rest, except to the disobedient? And we see that they were not 

able to enter because of unbelief.

4. Refusing the law of Jehovah. Hosea 4:1-9 - Hear the word of Jehovah, 

you* sons of Israel, for Jehovah has a controversy with the inhabitants of 

the land, because there is no truth, nor goodness, nor knowledge of God 

in the land.  There is nothing but swearing and breaking faith and killing 

and stealing and committing adultery. 

They break out and blood touches blood. Therefore, the land will mourn 

and everyone who dwells in it will languish with the beasts of the field 

and the birds of the heavens. Yes, the fishes of the sea will also be taken 

away. Yet, let no man contend, nor let any man reprove, for your people 

are as those who contend with the priest. And you will stumble in the day 

and the prophet also will stumble with you in the night. And I will destroy 

your mother. My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.

 Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you, that you will 

be no priest to me. Since you have forgotten the law of your God, I also 

will forget your sons. As they were multiplied, so they sinned against me. I
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will change their glory into shame. They feed on the sin of my people and 

set their heart on their iniquity. And it will be, like people, like priest. And I

will punish them for their ways and will requite them their doings.

5. Their disobedience. 2 Thessalonians 1:8 - giving vengeance in a fire of 

flame {i.e., in flaming fire} to those who do not know God and to those 

who are not obeying* the good-news of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Romans 2:8-9 - But to those who act out of selfish ambition and who are 

indeed disobedient to the truth, but obey unrighteousness, he will repay 

with fury and wrath, affliction and distress, upon every soul of man who is

working evil, both of the Jew first and of the Greek.

Ephesians 5:6 - Let no one deceive you* with empty words; for * because 

of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience.

6. Their idol worship. Isaiah 10:10-11 - As my hand has found the 

kingdoms of the idols, whose graven images excelled those of Jerusalem 

and of Samaria, shall I not, as I have done to Samaria and her idols, so do 

to Jerusalem and her idols? 

Revelation 9:20-21 - And the rest of mankind, who were not killed with* 

these wounds, did not repent of the works of their hands, that* they 

should not worship the demons and the golden and silver and the brass 

and the stone and the wooden idols; which are not able to see, nor hear, 

nor walk. And they did not repent of their murders, nor of their sorceries, 

nor of their fornication, nor of their stealing.

7. Their evil ways. Jeremiah 21:14 - And I will punish you* according to the 

fruit of your* doings, says Jehovah. And I will kindle a fire in her forest, 

and it will devour all that is all around her.

Hosea 12:2 - Jehovah has also a controversy with Judah and will punish 

Jacob according to his ways. He will recompense him according to his 

doings.

8. Afflicting the servants of God. Matthew 23:3-36 - Serpents, offspring of 

vipers! How may you* flee from the judgment of hell? 23:34Because of 

this, behold, I am sending to you* prophets and wise men and scribes, and
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out of them you* will kill and crucify, and some of them you* will scourge 

in your* synagogues and persecute from city to city, 23:35 so * that upon 

you* may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the 

blood of Abel the righteous {Gen. 4:8} to the blood of Zechariah son of 

Barachiah, whom you* murdered between the temple and the altar. 

{Zech. 1:7 (?)} 23:36 Assuredly I am saying to you* , All these things will 

come upon this generation.

2 Thessalonians - if indeed* it is a righteous thing with God to repay 

affliction to those who are afflicting you* ; and to you* who are afflicted 

with us, a rest at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with the 

messengers of his power, giving vengeance in a fire of flame {i.e. in 

flaming fire} to those who do not know God and to those who are not 

obeying* the good-news of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will 

sufferpunishment, the sentence of everlasting utter-ruin away from the 

face of the Lord, and away from the glory of his strength,

9. Sowing to the flesh. Galatians 6:8 - Because he who is sowing to his own

flesh will reap corruption from the flesh, but he who is sowing to the Spirit

will reap everlasting life from the Spirit. 

Revelation 21:8 - But to the cowardly and unbelieving and sinners and 

detestable and murderers, fornicators, sorcerers, and idolaters and to all 

the false witnesses, their part will be in the lake which is burning with fire 

and brimstone; which is the second death.

10. Their sin. Romans 6:23 - For* the compensation of sin is death, but the 

gift* of God is everlasting life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

II. Jesus Christ Came To Deliver Sinners From Punishment.

1. He is unwilling that any should Perish. 2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slow 

concerning his promise, as some deem slowness, but has patience toward 

us, not willing for any to perish, but for all to make room * for repentance.

2. He wants all men to be saved. 1 Timothy 2:4 - who wishes all men to be 

saved and to come to the full knowledge of the truth.
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3. He came to seek and to save those who were lost. Luke 19:10 - For* the 

Son of Man came to seek and save what has been lost.

4. He died on the cross for every man. Hebrews 2:9 - But we see Jesus who 

has been made a bit of something inferior, less than the messengers, 

having been crowned with glory and honor, because of the suffering of 

the death he underwent, * that by the grace of God he should taste of 

death on behalf of everyone.

5.He saves from the wrath to come. 1 Thessalonians 1:10 - and to await his

Son Jesus, from the heavens, whom he raised up from the dead; who 

rescues us from the wrath to come.

 Romans 5:9 - Then* much more, having been now justified in his blood, 

we will be saved from the wrath of God through him.

6. Bu He knew that many will follow the broad road which leads to 

destruction. Matthew 7:13-14 - Enter in through the narrow gate, because

wide is the gate and broad is the way, which leads to destruction and 

there are many who are entering through it.

7. There shall be a separation of the last day between the righteous and the

unrighteous. Matthew 13:42-43 - and will cast them into the furnace of 

fire– the weeping and the gnashing of teeth will be there. Then the 

righteous will shine out like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He 

who has ears to hear, let him hear. 49-50 - So it will be in the end of the 

world; the messengers will go out and separate* the evil from the midst 

of the righteous,  and will cast them into the furnace of fire– the weeping 

and the gnashing of teeth will be there.

 Matthew 25:31-46 - But whenever the Son of Man comes in his glory and 

all the holy messengers with him. Then he will sit upon the throne of his 

glory; and all the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 

separate* them one from another, like the shepherd separates* the sheep

from the goats; and he will indeed stand the sheep at his right, but the 

goats at the left. 

Then the King will say to those at his right, Come-here, those who have 

been blessed from my Father, inherit the kingdom which has been 
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prepared for you* from the conception of the world: for* I was hungry 

and you* gave me food to eat; I was thirsty and you* gave me a drink; I 

was a stranger and you* brought* me in; I was naked and you* dressed 

me; I was sick and you* visited me; I was in prison and you* came to me. 

Then the righteous will answer him, saying, Lord, when did we see you 

hungry and nourish you? Or thirsty and gave you a drink? But when did 

we see you as a stranger and bring* you in? Or naked and dressed you? 

But when did we see you sick or in prison and came to you? And when* 

the King answers, he will say to them, Assuredly I am saying to you* , 

Inasmuch as you* did it to one of these, my brethren, even the least, you* 

did it to me. 

Then he will also say to them at the left, Go-onward away from me, you* 

those who have been cursed into the everlasting fire which has been 

prepared for the Devil and his messengers: for* I was hungry and you* did

not give me anything to eat; I was thirsty and you* gave me nothing to 

drink; I was a stranger and you* did not bring* me in; naked and you* did 

not dress me; sick and in prison and you* did not visit me. 

Then they will also answer him, saying, Lord, when did we see you hungry 

or thirsty, or as a stranger or naked, or sick or in prison, and did not serve 

you? Then he will answer them, saying, Assuredly I am saying to you* , 

Inasmuch as you* did it not to one of these, the least, neither did you* do 

it to me. 

And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous 

into everlasting life.

III. Characteristics Of Their Punishment.

1. Gehenna of fire. Matthew 5:22 - But I say to you * , that everyone who 

is vainly angry {Or: with emptiness (without cause or reason; i.e., to further

one's own vanity)} toward his brother will be liable to the judgment, and 

whoever says to his brother, You, empty-head, will be liable to the council,

but whoever says, You fool, will be liable to the hell of fire. {Emptyhead is 

an expression of contempt. The Greek here could be simply ‘fool’ said as an

expression of condemnation or could be a transliteration of ‘Moreh’ which 
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is a Hebrew expression of condemnation. In Mt 5:22 the wording doesn’t 

matter; it’s the way it is said or meant.} Vs. 29 - Now if your right eye is 

offending you, pluck it out and cast it from you* ; for* it is advantageous 

for you, that* one of your members should perish and not that* your 

whole body should be cast into hell.

2. Furnace of fire. Matthew 25:41 Then he will also say to them at the left, 

Go-onward away from me, you* those who have been cursed into the 

everlasting fire which has been prepared for the Devil and his messengers:

3. Lake of fire. Revelation 20:15 - And if anyone was not found, having 

been written in the Book of Life, he was cast into the lake of fire. 

Revelation 21:8 - But to the cowardly and unbelieving and sinners and 

detestable and murderers, fornicators, sorcerers, and idolaters and to all 

the false witnesses, their part will be in the lake which is burning with fire 

and brimstone; which is the second death.

4. Unquenchable fire. Matthew 3:12 - whose winnowing fan is in his hand, 

and he will thoroughly cleanse his threshing floor, and he will gather his 

grain into the barn, but the chaff he will burn up with unquenchable fire.

5. Tormented with fire and brimstone. Revelation 14:10 - he will also drink 

out of the wine of the fury of God which has been mingled undiluted in the

cup of his wrath, and he will be tormented in fire and brimstone in the 

sight of the holy messengers and in the sight of the Lamb;

6. Destruction of body and soul. Matthew 10:28 - And do not be afraid of 

those who kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul, but rather fear 

him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

7. Judgement of hell. Matthew 23:33 - Serpents, offspring of vipers! How 

may you* flee from the judgment of hell?

8. Punishment greater than death without mercy. Hebrews 10:29 - How 

much worse punishment, do you* think he will be deemed worthy of, who 

has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has deemed the blood of the 

covenant* in which he was sanctified as common, and has insulted the 

Spirit of the grace?
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9. Eternal destruction. 2 Thessalonians 1:9 - who will sufferpunishment, 

the sentence of everlasting utter-ruin away from the face of the Lord, and 

away from the glory of his strength,

10. Eternal fire. Matthew 25:41 - Then he will also say to them at the left, 

Go-onward away from me, you* those who have been cursed into the 

everlasting fire which has been prepared for the Devil and his messengers:

Jude 7 - As Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them in a similar 

manner with these, having indulged in fornication and having gone after 

different flesh, lay before us as an example, held under the sentence of 

everlasting fire. {Gen 19:1-38}

11. Eternal punishment. Matthew 25:46 - And these will go away into 

everlasting punishment, but the righteous into everlasting life.

12. Outer darkness. Matthew 8:12 - but the sons of the kingdom will be 

cast out into the outer darkness– the weeping and the gnashing of teeth 

will be there.

13. Blackness of darkness. 2 Peter 2:17 - These people are waterless 

springs and clouds driven by a gale to whom the blackness of darkness 

has been kept forever. 

Jude 13 - wild waves of the sea, foaming forth their own shames, 

misleading stars– for whom the blackness of darkness has been kept 

forever.

14. Everlasting shame and contemp. Daniel 12:2 - And many of those who 

sleep in the dust of the earth will awake, some to everlasting life and 

some to shame and everlasting contempt. 

15. Second death. Romans 6:23 – And many of those who sleep in the dust 

of the earth will awake, some to everlasting life and some to shame and 

everlasting contempt.

Revelation 21:8 - But to the cowardly and unbelieving and sinners and 

detestable and murderers and fornicators and sorcerers and idolaters and 

to all the false witnesses, their part will be in the lake which is burning 

with fire and brimstone; which is the second death.
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Forever and ever. Revelation 14:11 – and the smoke of their torment is 

going up forever and ever, and they have no rest day and night, who are 

worshiping the beast and his image and if anyone receives the mark of his

name. 

Revelation 20:10 - And the Devil who is misleading them was cast into the 

lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also,

and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

Conclusion: 

With all the scriptures we just covered and studied, we find that the 

wicked are going to spend eternity separated from God and His glory and 

the glory of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ. If we truly are doing the will of 

the Father, than we need to be talking to as many souls and we can to lead 

them to Christ, even snatching them out of the fire.

8


