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Challenge of faithful living

Summary of Transcript (0:04 - 39:53)

Scripture Readings

1* Reading (0:04 - 2:28): John Nousek

Romans 12:9-21: The sermon, delivered by Preacher Steve
on the evening of August 31, 2025, opens with two scripture
readings that establish the foundation for the sermon’s
theme, "Challenge of Faithful Living." The first reading, from
Romans 12:9-21, emphasizes a life of authentic love and
moral integrity. It instructs believers to love without
hypocrisy, reject evil, and embrace what is good, while
fostering brotherly affection, humility, and diligence in
serving the Lord. The passage encourages perseverance in
trials, steadfast prayer, and generosity, including hospitality
and meeting the needs of fellow believers. It also calls for
blessing those who persecute, empathizing with others in joy
and sorrow, and striving to live peaceably with all, leaving
vengeance to God. The text promotes overcoming evil with
good, such as providing for an enemy’s needs.

Summary

Preacher: Steve Cain

2" Reading (2:33 - 3:23): John Nousek

1John 2:15-17 The second reading, from 1 John 2:15-17,
warns against loving the world or its desires—described as
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life—which are temporary and not from God. It emphasizes
that those who follow God’s will endure forever, setting the
stage for the sermon’s focus on living faithfully according to
divine guidance.

(3:28 - 5:30) Introduction to the Sermon Theme

Preacher Steve introduces the sermon, expressing his hope that it will uplift God and be rewarding
for the congregation. He explains that the title, "Challenge of Faithful Living," reflects the difficulty
Christians face in addressing life’s problems in alignment with God’s guidance rather than worldly
perspectives. Steve highlights the tension between seeking approval from friends, neighbors, or
society and following God’s directives. He asserts that God provides answers to life’s challenges and
promises peace, love, and joy if believers approach problems with faith in His methods. The
challenge lies in trusting God’s way over societal pressures and believing that His approach will

lead to positive outcomes.
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(5:32 - 8:39) The Role of Trials in Building Faith (James 1)

Steve shifts to the Book of James, which he holds dear, having memorized it early in his faith
journey. He focuses on James 1:2-4, which encourages believers to view trials as opportunities for
joy because they test faith and produce perseverance, leading to maturity and completeness. Steve
emphasizes the counterintuitive nature of finding joy in difficulties, challenging the congregation to
adopt God’s perspective. He introduces the concept of being "realistic," a human response that often
reflects doubt in God’s promises, using Abraham’s initial skepticism about God’s promise of a child
as an example. Steve suggests that worldly realism can conflict with faith, but God’s promises, like
those to Abraham, are reliable and foster spiritual growth when trusted.

(8:40 - 12:56) Developing Faith Through Wisdom and Perseverance

Continuing with James 1, Steve reiterates that trials foster perseverance, which matures believers.
He references 2 Peter to underscore the need to actively develop virtues like knowledge and faith,
which require effort and experience. Focusing on James 1:5, Steve explains that God generously
provides wisdom to those who ask without finding fault. Wisdom, essential for navigating life’s
problems, is found in scripture, and God encourages believers to seek it repeatedly without fear of
rebuke, even if they fail to apply it initially. However, Steve stresses that requesting wisdom must
be accompanied by faith, as doubt leads to instability, likened to a wave tossed by the wind. A
double-minded person, wavering between God’s wisdom and worldly advice, cannot expect to
receive God’s guidance fully.

(12:56 - 15:04) Contrasting God’s Wisdom with Worldly Influences (1 John 2)

Steve revisits 1 John 2:15-17, emphasizing the distinction between God’s wisdom and the world’s
influence. He warns against being swayed by worldly desires—lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and
pride of life—which are temporary and contrary to God’s will. The world’s approach to problem-
solving often conflicts with God’s guidance, and Steve urges the congregation to prioritize divine
wisdom over societal approval. He stresses that God’s way leads to eternal life, while worldly
desires are fleeting, reinforcing the need to align with God’s will to overcome the challenge of
faithful living.

(15:05 - 18:51) The Dangers of Worldly Desires and Pride

Steve elaborates on the three worldly temptations from 1 John 2: the lust of the eyes, the lust of the
flesh, and the pride of life. He describes the lust of the eyes as a desire for attractive things,
relatively easier to address, and the lust of the flesh as a drive for physical gratification, such as
through pornography or addiction, which is harder to overcome. He identifies the pride of life as
the most challenging, as it involves concern for others’ opinions—friends, family, or society—which
can deter believers from following God’s guidance. Steve contrasts pride with humility, suggesting
that humility involves recognizing others’ shared struggles and submitting to God’s approach to
problems. He warns that pride leads to seeking worldly approval, which conflicts with faithful
living, and prepares to explore James 4 to further illustrate this point.

(18:52 - 21:00) Conflicts Arising from Worldly Desires (James 4)

Preacher Steve continues his sermon by referencing James 4:1-6, which addresses the root of



conflicts among believers, attributing them to internal desires that lead to quarrels and fights. The
passage highlights that unfulfilled desires result in destructive behaviors like coveting and even
metaphorical "killing." Steve explains that people fail to receive what they seek because they either
do not ask God or ask with selfish motives, driven by pride and a desire for personal pleasure. He
connects this to the earlier theme of pride, noting that aligning with worldly values creates enmity
with God, as friendship with the world opposes divine will. However, Steve emphasizes God’s grace,
which is generously given to those who humble themselves. Quoting James, he notes that God
opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble, encouraging believers to submit to God and
resist the devil, who will then flee. This section underscores the importance of humility and
reliance on God’s grace to overcome worldly influences and resolve conflicts in a manner pleasing
to God.

(21:00 - 23:35) Call to Humility and Faith in Action (James 2)

Steve urges the congregation to humble themselves before God, promising that God will draw near
and lift up those who do so. He cites James 4:8-10, which calls for repentance and purification of
heart, moving from worldly joy to mourning over sin. Steve stresses that humility involves setting
aside pride and worldly expectations to follow God’s guidance, even when it conflicts with societal
norms. He then shifts to James 2:14-19, which challenges the idea of faith without action. The
passage illustrates that claiming faith without corresponding deeds, such as helping a brother or
sister in need, is ineffective and “dead.” Steve emphasizes that true faith is demonstrated through
actions, contrasting it with mere intellectual belief, which even demons possess. He underscores
that God created humans with a purpose and knows how they should interact, urging believers to
trust and act on God’s instructions to live out their faith effectively.

(23:36 - 25:33) Faith Requires Action Aligned with God’s Will

Steve reinforces the message from James 2, stressing that faith must be accompanied by deeds to be
meaningful. He challenges the congregation to act according to God’s directives, questioning the
value of faith that does not result in obedience to God’s way. If believers claim to trust God but fail
to follow His guidance, their faith is ineffective. Steve emphasizes that God’s way is the correct
path, and living faithfully requires aligning actions with divine wisdom rather than worldly advice.
This section serves as a call to demonstrate faith through obedience, reinforcing the sermon’s
theme of overcoming the challenge of faithful living by trusting and acting on God’s will.

(25:34 - 28:48) Applying God’s Wisdom to Life’s Problems (Romans 12)

Returning to Romans 12:9-21, Steve examines how Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
provides God’s wisdom for addressing life’s problems. He contrasts God’s approach with the
world’s reactions, noting that the world often embraces evil, whereas God calls for sincere love,
rejecting evil, and clinging to good. Steve highlights specific instructions, such as being devoted to
one another, maintaining zeal, and serving the Lord with fervor. He points out that the world
would likely agree with general calls to hospitality and sharing but would resist commands to bless,
not curse, those who persecute. Steve acknowledges the difficulty for Christians to follow this
guidance, particularly when pride and concern for worldly opinions interfere. He stresses that
living in harmony, associating with the humble, and avoiding evil repayment require faith in God’s
wisdom, even when it contradicts worldly instincts to curse or seek revenge against adversaries.



(28:52 - 34:42) Overcoming Evil with Good and Leaving Vengeance to God

Steve continues with Romans 12, focusing on the countercultural call to avoid repaying evil with
evil and to live peaceably with everyone, leaving vengeance to God. He contrasts the world’s
inclination toward revenge with God’s command to trust Him to handle justice, citing, “Vengeance
is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” Steve emphasizes that Christians must have faith that God will
address wrongs, freeing them to act with kindness, even toward enemies. He highlights the difficult
instruction to feed a hungry enemy or give drink to a thirsty one, noting the world’s dismissive
“let’s be realistic” response. Steve interprets the phrase “heap burning coals on his head” as an act
of kindness, akin to providing warmth and comfort, drawing from an analogy of warming a cold
bed with hot coals in historical contexts. This act of hospitality aligns with God’s call to overcome
evil with good, reinforcing the challenge of faithful living by trusting God’s methods over worldly
retaliation.

(34:42 - 36:44) The Challenge of Faithful Living Through God’s Wisdom

Steve reiterates that the challenge of faithful living lies in adopting God’s wisdom to address
problems, even when it feels unnatural or counterintuitive. He emphasizes Romans 12:21, which
calls believers to overcome evil with good, requiring faith that God’s approach will yield the desired
outcome. Steve draws on the example of Abraham, whose faith was tested and fulfilled through
God’s promise of a child, illustrating that perseverance in following God’s way strengthens belief.
He encourages the congregation to trust in God’s divine intervention and providence, assuring
them that acting according to God’s wisdom will lead to spiritual growth and fulfillment, even if it
takes time, as it did for Abraham.

(36:44 - 38:49) Pleasing God Through Faith and Obedience

Steve concludes this section by emphasizing that pleasing God requires believing in His existence
and His role as a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him, referencing Hebrews 11:6. He
underscores that God desires all to come to repentance and be reconciled to Him, as noted in 2
Peter 3:9. Steve cites Paul’s sermon on Mars Hill in Acts 17, where Paul explains that God works in
everyone’s life to draw them to Him, leaving humanity without excuse for recognizing His
presence. The challenge for believers is to live in a way that pleases God by trusting His guidance
and demonstrating faith through actions, aligning with His desire for all to be saved and reconciled
to Him.

(38:50 - 39:53) Invitation to Reconciliation Through Christ

In his closing remarks, Steve extends an invitation for reconciliation with God through Jesus Christ.
He emphasizes that God sent His Son as a sacrifice for sins to redeem humanity, offering a way to
be reconciled despite the separation caused by sin. Steve calls on the congregation to accept Jesus as
Savior and become His disciples through baptism for the remission of sins, as instructed in the New
Testament. He invites anyone who has not yet accepted this reconciliation to do so, concluding with
a call to stand and sing a song of reconciliation, reinforcing the sermon’s message of faithful living
through trust in God’s plan of salvation.
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