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Who Are You?

Summary of Transcript (0:04 - 31:51)

Scripture Reading

Bible Reader: (0:04 - 1:28), John Nousek
Matthew 16:13-17

The sermon, delivered by John on August 17, 2025, in the evening, begins with John expressing his privilege in both
reading and preaching from God’s Word. He opens with a reading from Matthew 16:13-17, where Jesus asks his
disciples, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” The disciples respond with various opinions, such as John
the Baptist, Elijah, or Jeremiah. Jesus then directly asks, “Who do you say that I am?” to which Simon Peter declares,

“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”.

Summary

Preacher: John Nousek

(1:34 - 2:54) Introduction and Scripture Reading

John introduces the sermon’s title, “Who Are You?” and clarifies that while the passage focuses on
Jesus’ identity, the sermon will explore the question of personal identity from a Christian
perspective. He notes that in everyday encounters, people often define themselves by their
professions—such as a plumber or accountant—but emphasizes that these roles describe what
people do, not who they are.

(2:56 - 5:26) Defining Identity Through Relationships and Christian
Perspective

John suggests that women tend to define themselves more relationally, such as through roles like
mother or grandmother, which aligns more closely with a Christian understanding of identity
rooted in relationships, particularly with Jesus Christ. He asserts that as Christians, believers are
defined as God’s children, a foundational aspect of their identity. John clarifies that this sermon is
not an apologetic defense of Christianity but assumes the audience consists of believers who accept
the Bible as God’s perfect Word. He also warns that the sermon will not be a “feel-good” message, as
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it will address both the positive and challenging aspects of Christian identity. John emphasizes that
God’s Word, described as the “good news,” provides insight into who believers are as God’s
children, but he cautions against an overly simplistic view that ignores deeper implications.

(5:28 - 11:43) Biblical Affirmations of Human Value and Purpose

John delves into scriptural passages to illustrate how God defines human identity. He begins with
Genesis 1:27, highlighting that God created each person, emphasizing that humans do not choose
their birth circumstances, such as time, place, or gender, which God designates as male or female.
Referencing Psalm 139:13-16, John underscores that humans are “fearfully and wonderfully made,”
created with care and intentionality, with inherent value regardless of physical or societal
differences. He further cites Ecclesiastes 3:10-11, which describes God-given tasks and the beauty of
everything in its time, reinforcing that all individuals, regardless of their roles or status, are
valuable in God’s eyes. John also references Mark 10:26-27, noting that with God, believers are
capable of fulfilling His purposes, as “with God all things are possible.”

(11:46 - 17:32) Believers as God’s Chosen and Loved Children

The sermon continues with Romans 8:1, which states there is “no condemnation” for those in Christ
Jesus, portraying believers as victorious and loved. John elaborates on Romans 8:16-17, explaining
that believers are children of God, heirs with Christ, and destined for glory despite potential
suffering. He emphasizes God’s unending love, citing Romans 8:37-39, which declares that nothing
can separate believers from God’s love. John also references Philippians 4:13, highlighting that
Christ provides strength for all tasks. However, he introduces a sobering note from 1 Thessalonians
1:2-4 and John 15:16, which affirm that believers are chosen by God. This divine selection sets
Christians apart, but John warns that it comes with challenges, as he prepares to discuss the
difficulties of being chosen.

(17:32 - 19:14) The Cost of Being Chosen

John transitions to a more challenging aspect of Christian identity, quoting John 15:19, which states
that because believers are chosen by God and not of the world, “the world hates you.” He lets this
statement linger, emphasizing the tension between believers and the world. He compares this
irreconcilable divide to light and darkness or oil and water, which cannot mix. John concludes this
section by referencing Ephesians 2:8-10, which describes believers as God’s workmanship, created
to perform good works in a manner that aligns with God’s intentions. This analogy to a contract
underscores the expectation that believers live out their faith purposefully and excellently,
reflecting their identity as God’s chosen people.

(19:14 - 22:30) God’s Workmanship and Purpose for Good Works

John continues his sermon by reinforcing the concept from Ephesians 2:8-10 that believers are
God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus specifically for good works that God has prepared in
advance. He emphasizes that the Christian calling is not merely about avoiding sinful actions but
actively pursuing the good works God has ordained. John warns against choosing evil or sin, as
outlined in God’s Word, and instead encourages believers to embrace their identity as “lovely” in
God’s eyes. He references Daniel 12:3, which likens those who lead others to righteousness to stars
shining forever, suggesting that Christians have a responsibility to guide others toward



righteousness. This purpose remains relevant regardless of age, as John notes that even a 9-year-old
or a 90-year-old can contribute to God’s work, thereby reflecting the divine beauty and purpose
assigned to them.

(23:02 - 25:35) Sufficiency in God’s Grace

John addresses the human tendency to question personal adequacy, asking, “Am I enough?” He
cites 2 Corinthians 12:7-10, where Paul describes a “thorn in the flesh” that kept him humble
despite his revelations. When Paul pleaded for its removal, God responded, “My grace is sufficient
for you,” highlighting that God’s strength is perfected in human weakness. John emphasizes that all
believers have weaknesses and failures, but God’s grace is sufficient to sustain them. This
sufficiency ensures that Christians are never alone, as God’s presence equips them to fulfill His
purposes, reinforcing their value and capability in Christ.

(25:38 - 28:46) Never Alone and Valued by God

Drawing from John 14:15-21, John underscores that believers are never alone because God sends
the Holy Spirit as a Helper who abides with them forever. This indwelling presence distinguishes
Christians from the world, which cannot receive the Spirit. John reiterates that God’s love, choice,
and strength ensure believers are equipped for His tasks, often enabling them to accomplish things
beyond their natural ability. He likens believers to “gold dollar bills” rather than common coins,
emphasizing their immense value to God. This value is underscored by the extreme price of Christ’s
sacrifice, as God sent His Son to live among humanity, suffer, and die to redeem believers, affirming
their worth and the certainty of God’s love and care.

(28:49 - 31:51) Tribulation, Peace, and an Invitation

John concludes with a sobering yet hopeful message from John 16:31-33, where Jesus acknowledges
the coming trials of His disciples, who will scatter and leave Him alone. Yet, Jesus affirms He is not
alone because the Father is with Him, offering believers peace amid tribulation. John acknowledges
that life as a Christian will not always be easy or “rosy,” but Jesus’ victory over the world provides
hope and encouragement. He reiterates that believers, as biblical Christians, can take heart in
Christ’s triumph. Addressing any non-believers who might be listening, John extends an invitation
to accept eternal life through Jesus Christ, emphasizing that the gate to salvation remains open, free
of condemnation, and that God sees those who step forward as beautiful in His eyes, guaranteed by
His Word.
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