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A Father’s Instruction
Summary of Transcript (0:04 - 21:13)

Scripture Readings:
1st Scripture Reading (0:04 - 0:52), Joe Heiskell

Genesis 13:9 - The sermon opens with Joe presenting the first scripture reading from Genesis 13 and 19, focusing on the

story of Abraham and Lot. Their large cattle herds cause conflict among their herdsmen over pasture land. To resolve

this, Abraham proposes a peaceful solution, allowing Lot to choose the land first, stating that if Lot takes the left, he will

go right, and vice versa, prioritizing peace over personal gain.

2nd Scripture Reading (0:57 - 1:33), John Nousek

Revelation 3:20 - John then delivers the second scripture reading from Revelation 3:20, where Jesus is depicted standing

at the door, knocking, and promising to enter and dine with anyone who hears and opens the door. These readings,

though from different biblical books, set the foundation for the sermon’s thematic exploration.

Summary
Preacher: Jim Lokenbauer

(1:39 - 5:33) Introduction to Fatherly Instruction

Preacher Jim begins by noting a divine alignment, as Kevin’s earlier mention of “reaping what you
sow” complements the sermon’s focus, which he attributes to the Holy Spirit. He introduces the
sermon, titled “A Father’s Instruction, Part 1,” originally intended for youth but relevant to all, with
plans to share it online in audio and readable formats. Jim emphasizes the sermon’s brevity to keep
it accessible. He portrays God as a loving Father who desires His children, created in His image, to
succeed through steadfast faith. Citing Peter’s first letter, Jim encourages casting worries on God
and humbling oneself for His exaltation. The Bible, described as God’s instruction manual, equips
believers to reflect His character. Jim outlines a cycle where studying scripture increases
knowledge, strengthens faith, and invites more grace, preparing believers for tests from God and
the evil one. This divine nature, restored through scripture, counters humanity’s corrupt nature
after the Fall.
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(5:33 - 11:12) Exploring Cause and Effect in Scripture

Jim connects the Genesis and Revelation readings, chosen deliberately to highlight “if-then”
conditional statements that reflect cause-and-effect logic. He explains that these statements,
familiar in programming and life, teach the consequences of actions, a lesson parents should instill
early. The biblical principle “you reap what you sow” illustrates cause and effect, seen in everyday
life, science, and literature like the Bible. Jim references Hosea 10:12, which promotes sowing
righteousness for positive outcomes, and Job 4:8, which warns that sowing iniquity yields trouble.
He cites Romans 15:4 and 1 Corinthians 10:11 to show that scripture provides examples and
warnings for learning. Revisiting the Genesis reading, Jim highlights Abraham’s selfless act of
letting Lot choose the land first to maintain peace, exemplifying an if-then statement: Lot’s choice
(cause) determines Abraham’s action (effect), showcasing decision-making rooted in godly
principles.

(11:13 - 19:34) Solomon’s Request and Conditional Blessings

Jim shifts to another cause-and-effect example involving King David and Solomon in 1 Kings 3:14.
As David nears death, he passes the kingship to the young, inexperienced Solomon. In a dream, God
offers to grant Solomon any request. Raised by David and Bathsheba to revere God, Solomon
humbly acknowledges his inexperience and requests wisdom to govern God’s people justly. This
pleases God, who grants Solomon unmatched wisdom, along with unrequested riches and honor.
However, these blessings are conditional: Solomon must obey God’s statutes, as David did, to
receive a long life. Jim notes that Solomon’s faithful upbringing, rooted in Deuteronomy 6:6-9,
shaped his perspective. Solomon’s request for wisdom over wealth or power impresses God,
illustrating the impact of godly parenting and the conditional nature of divine blessings based on
obedience.

(19:40 - 21:13) Conclusion and Invitation

Preacher Jim concludes the sermon by announcing that a second part of the lesson, “A Father’s
Instruction, Part 2,” will be presented later that evening, focusing on additional teachings from
King David and King Solomon, likely passed down to their children. He emphasizes that studying
God’s Word is akin to understanding the instructions of a Heavenly Father for His children. These
instructions are not only for young people striving to grow as faithful believers but also for
believers of all ages who may struggle to remain on the narrow path to Heaven. Jim closes with a
final reflection on the “if-then” conditional statement from Revelation 3:20, read earlier by John,
which states that if one hears Jesus’ voice and opens the door of their heart, then Jesus will enter
and commune with them. He extends an invitation for anyone needing prayer or assistance from
the congregation to come forward, encouraging them to invite Jesus into their lives as they prepare
to sing the invitation song.
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