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Highway to Hell
Summary of Transcript (0:04 - 17:11)

Scripture Readings:
1st Scripture Reading (0:04 - 0:46), John Nousek

Matthew 7:13-14

The sermon begins with two scripture readings. John, the first reader, presents Matthew 7:13-
14, which describes the contrast between two paths: the wide gate and broad way leading to
destruction, which many follow, and the narrow gate and difficult way leading to life, which
few find.

2nd Scripture Reading (0:51 - 1:21), Roger Raines

John 14:5-6

Roger, the second reader, shares John 14:5-6, where Thomas questions Jesus about the way to
follow Him, and Jesus responds, declaring Himself as "the way, the truth, and the life,"
emphasizing that no one can reach the Father except through Him. These passages set the
foundation for the sermon’s theme of contrasting paths to salvation or destruction.

Summary
Preacher: Tom Freed

(1:26 - 2:31) Introduction to Sermon Theme

Tom introduces the sermon, titled "The Highway to Hell vs. The Stairway to Heaven," inspired by
rock anthems like AC/DC’s "Highway to Hell." He humorously recounts how the title evolved
through a conversation with a colleague and mentions using Grok, an AI tool, to refine the sermon.
Tom notes that Grok helped him shorten and improve the sermon after multiple drafts, making it
more concise. He draws a parallel between the rebellious allure of rock music and the human
desire to live life on one’s own terms, setting up the sermon’s exploration of spiritual choices.
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(2:33 - 5:50) The Highway to Hell

Tom elaborates on the "highway to hell," a metaphor for a broad, crowded path of sin and rebellion
that leads to destruction, as warned in Matthew 7:13-14. He connects this to pop culture’s
glamorization of indulgence—sex, drugs, and rock and roll—which is marketed as freedom but
ultimately fails to fulfill. Citing Galatians 6:7-8, he emphasizes that sowing to the flesh reaps
destruction, and Revelation 20:10 describes the dire consequences of this path: a lake of fire with
eternal torment. Tom shares an anecdote about a co-worker who believed he had a special deal
with God to avoid judgment, but counters this with Romans 3:23, stating that all have sinned and
need God’s Word for salvation. He stresses that no one is exempt from judgment, and the highway
to hell leads to regret, not fulfillment.

(5:51 - 9:53) The Narrow Path and the Danger of Falsehood

In contrast, Tom presents the "stairway to heaven," the narrow and deliberate path through Jesus,
as outlined in John 14:6 and reinforced by Acts 4:12, which states salvation is found only in Christ.
He critiques the world’s "buffet-style spirituality," where people pick and choose beliefs from
various religions, mistakenly thinking all paths lead to the same God. James 2:10 is cited to illustrate
that even a single falsehood can corrupt the soul. Tom warns that Satan distorts truth to lead people
astray, referencing Genesis 3:4, where the serpent’s subtle addition to God’s command led to sin,
and Matthew 4:6, where Satan misquoted Scripture to tempt Jesus. He emphasizes that obedience to
God’s Word, as stated in John 14:23, is essential to stay on the narrow path, and even minor
deviations can have serious spiritual consequences.

(9:55 - 12:47) Consequences of Disobedience

Tom provides biblical examples to underscore the importance of strict obedience to God’s
commands. He cites Cain’s rejected sacrifice in Genesis 4:6-7, Moses’ punishment for striking the
rock instead of speaking to it in Numbers 20:11-12, and Aaron’s sons’ destruction for using
unauthorized fire in Leviticus 10:1-2. These examples illustrate that even small deviations from
God’s instructions can lead to severe consequences. Tom stresses that God’s standards remain
unchanging, and pleasing Him requires doing exactly what He commands, not what feels right to
individuals. He quotes Genesis 4:7 to show that obedience leads to acceptance, while disobedience
invites sin. He also emphasizes that worship is about pleasing God, not entertaining oneself,
reinforcing that God is the audience in worship.

(12:49 - 15:42) The Stairway to Heaven and Call to Obedience

Tom describes the "stairway to heaven" as a deliberate, obedient path, referencing Genesis 28:12,
where Jacob’s ladder symbolizes Christ as the bridge between humanity and God, as confirmed in
Colossians 1:19-20 and John 1:51. He clarifies that salvation is not earned through good deeds but
through submission to God’s plan, citing Matthew 7:21, which warns that only those who do the
Father’s will enter heaven. Jesus is described as the door (John 10:9), with the Bible as the key
(Ephesians 4:5-6). Tom urges the congregation to study Scripture diligently (2 Timothy 2:15) and
abide in Christ’s teachings for true freedom (John 8:31-32). He concludes this section by likening the
highway to hell to reckless driving, which may seem thrilling but leads to a crash or judgment,
sharing a personal anecdote about a speeding ticket to illustrate the inevitability of facing
consequences before God’s judgment seat.
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(15:43 - 15:59) Facing God’s Judgment

Tom continues the sermon by emphasizing the inevitability of divine judgment, referencing John
5:28-29 and Matthew 12:36. He reiterates that everyone will stand before God to account for their
actions, likening those who speed along the "highway to hell" to individuals who must answer for
their earthly deeds. This underscores the sermon’s earlier warnings about the consequences of
living a life of sin and rebellion, reinforcing that no one escapes God’s scrutiny.

(16:01 - 16:33) The Opportunity for Repentance

Tom offers hope, explaining that anyone can exit the "highway to hell" through repentance at any
moment. He describes repentance as a complete turnaround—a 180-degree shift toward the right
path. He cites the example of the thief on the cross, who, in his final moments, turned to Jesus and
was promised paradise, illustrating that it is never too late to seek salvation. However, he warns
against procrastination, noting that tomorrow is not guaranteed, and urges the congregation to
choose between the crowded highway to destruction or the narrow stairway to life.

(16:35 - 17:02) Jesus as the Only Way and Call to Action

Reaffirming the sermon’s central theme, Tom declares Jesus as the ladder, the door, and the only
way to heaven, echoing earlier references to John 14:6 and John 10:9. He urges the congregation to
obey the gospel and diligently study God’s Word to resist the devil’s lies and worldly temptations.
For those on the wrong path, he calls for immediate repentance and a turn to Christ, while
encouraging Christians already on the narrow path to remain faithful until the end, emphasizing
perseverance in faith.

(17:03 - 17:11) Invitation to Respond

In closing, Tom extends an invitation for those who wish to become Christians or seek the
congregation’s prayers to come forward. He emphasizes communal support, encouraging the
congregation to walk the "stairway to heaven" together. This final call to action reinforces the
sermon’s message of choosing the narrow path through obedience to Christ and seeking spiritual
support within the church community.

3


	25-0525a - Detailed Summary
	Highway to Hell
	Scripture Readings:
	Summary


