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Scripture Reading
Bible Reader: (0:04 - 0:32), Mike Mathis

1 Peter 3:15,

The transcript begins with a scripture reading from 1 Peter 3:15, which urges believers to sanctify God in their hearts

and always be prepared to provide a reasoned defense for their hope, delivered with meekness and fear. This sets the

tone for the discussion, framing it as a call to defend faith against challenges.

Summary
Preacher: Scott Reynolds

0:37 - 1:05 Setting the Scene

The speaker greets the audience and situates the discussion on the fourth day of creation, as
described in Genesis, when God adorned the heavens with the sun, moon, and stars. The morning
session apparently focused on marveling at God’s power and purpose in this act, but the evening
session introduces a conflict: a challenge from the world that questions the biblical narrative,
setting up a confrontation between faith and skepticism.

1:06 - 2:01 The Starlight Problem Introduced

The core issue, dubbed the "starlight problem," is presented: if the Earth is only 6,000 years old as
suggested by Genesis, how can we see stars billions of light years away, implying light has traveled
for billions of years? Skeptics use this to argue that Genesis is incorrect and a young Earth
impossible. The speaker asserts that God’s word remains unshaken and that creation itself testifies
to His truth. The audience is directed to Psalm 19:1-4 to explore this "battle" and "victory" with
steadfast faith.
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2:03 - 2:39 Psalm 19 and the Heavens’ Testimony

Quoting Psalm 19:1-4, the speaker emphasizes that the heavens declare God’s glory and proclaim
His handiwork, speaking without words yet reaching the entire Earth. This poetic passage is
introduced as a counterpoint to the skeptics’ challenge, suggesting that the cosmos itself preaches a
sermon that overshadows doubts about the starlight problem.

2:40 - 4:09 Defining the Starlight Problem

The speaker lays out the scientific basis of the skeptics’ argument: astronomers observe distant
objects like the Andromeda galaxy (2.5 million light years away) and galaxies 13 billion light years
away. A light year is defined as 5.88 trillion miles, the distance light travels in a year at 186,282
miles per second. If light from these galaxies has been traveling for 13 billion years, it contradicts a
6,000-year-old Earth derived from Genesis genealogies (perhaps extending to 10,000 years). Skeptics
conclude the universe must be ancient, dismissing the Bible as myth.

4:10 - 4:58 Biblical Response to Skepticism

The speaker counters with scripture: 2 Peter 3:3-5 predicts scoffers who deliberately ignore that
God created the heavens by His word, and Romans 3:4 asserts God’s truth over human skepticism.
The discussion pivots to Day 4 of creation as holding answers, with the speaker expressing
confidence that God is not confounded by the starlight issue—He authored the narrative.

5:00 - 6:46 Mature Creation Theory

The first proposed solution is "mature creation." Genesis 1:14-15 states God created lights to shine
on Earth immediately, not to begin traveling. Examples like Adam (created as a man, not evolving)
and Day 3’s fruit-bearing trees suggest a universe created mature, with starlight already in place.
Apologetics Press supports this view, and Isaiah 45:18 reinforces that God made the heavens
functional, not empty—implying visible stars from the start rather than a universe where light
would take billions of years to arrive.

6:47 - 7:38 God as Light

Drawing from Psalm 104:2 and 1 John 1:5, the speaker describes God as light itself, not merely a
source of it, with no darkness in Him. If God "wraps himself in light," He can position it instantly as
needed, supporting the mature creation idea. This theological perspective frames Day 4’s creation
as an act of divine will, not bound by natural processes.

7:39 - 9:38 Time Dilation and Stretching of Space

A second theory involves time dilation and the stretching of space. Genesis 1:17 and passages like
Psalm 104:2 and Isaiah 42:5 describe God stretching out the heavens. Creationist Dr. Russell
Humphreys’ "white hole cosmology" posits that on Day 4, God rapidly expanded a small universe,
with Earth near a gravitational core. Relativity suggests time slows in strong gravity, allowing
millions of years to pass "out there" while only 24 hours elapse on Earth. 2 Peter 3:8 and Job 26:7
bolster this, showing God’s control over time and space, resulting in a vast universe with light
already present by Day 4’s end.
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9:40 - 10:38 Faster Light Speed Hypothesis

The third possibility is that light once traveled faster than its current speed of 186,282 miles per
second. If it were a million times faster on Day 4, 13 billion light years could be crossed in hours.
Genesis doesn’t fix light speed, and Job 38:19-20 and Psalm 119:91 suggest God sets natural laws,
possibly adjusting them post-creation. This idea, while speculative, is offered as a plausible
reconciliation.

10:39 - 11:17 Evaluating the Theories

The speaker evaluates the options: mature creation is simplest, requiring no complex mechanisms;
time dilation is intricate but fits biblical stretching; faster light is speculative but possible.
Deuteronomy 29:29 is cited—God keeps some secrets, revealing only what we need. The "how" of
creation remains His domain, beyond science’s reach.

11:18 - 12:49 Creation as a Unique Event

Day 4’s events are framed as unrepeatable miracles, per Genesis 2:1-2, when God completed and
rested from creation. Hebrews 1:3 notes He now sustains the universe, contrasting with Day 4’s
instantaneous act. Science observes current patterns (operational science), not origins (origin
science). Skeptics’ uniformitarianism (2 Peter 3:4) assumes continuity, but Day 4 was a supernatural
break, defying their calculations.

12:51 - 14:07 The Heavens’ Declaration Over Science

Psalm 19:1 reaffirms that the heavens declare God’s glory, not man’s interpretations. Science, a gift
from God (Genesis 1:28), is subordinate to His wisdom (1 Corinthians 3:19). Stars silently proclaim
God’s majesty across a 93 billion light-year expanse, with Psalm 147:4 noting He names each one,
emphasizing His sovereignty over creation.

14:08 - 15:38 The Message of Day 4

Psalm 19:1-4 and Romans 1:20 underscore the stars’ universal testimony to God’s power and
faithfulness, accusing skeptics and comforting believers. Psalm 8:3-4, Joshua 23:14, and Matthew
10:30 highlight God’s infinity, trustworthiness, and nearness—knowing both stars and individuals
intimately. Day 4’s triumph is a living reality, not just a historical event.

15:39 - 16:27 Living Day 4’s Triumph

The speaker transitions to practical application, offering five takeaways (beginning with "defend
the faith" from 1 Peter 3:15) to live out Day 4’s victory. This isn’t merely a debate but a call to action,
shaping how believers stand, worship, and share their faith. The starlight problem becomes a
doorway to proclaim God’s truth with gentleness and respect, integrating this cosmic narrative into
daily life.
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16:28 - 17:16 Defending the Faith with Confidence

The speaker continues the practical takeaways from Day 4’s triumph, urging believers not to retreat
when skeptics challenge the young Earth belief with the starlight problem. Instead, they should
respond with confidence and grace, sharing how a mighty God placed light across vast distances in
a single day. No advanced scientific knowledge is required—just faith in God’s word. Whether at
work, with friends, or answering a child’s questions, believers are encouraged to point to the stars
as evidence of God’s existence, not a refutation, and to defend this truth with love, asserting that
Day 4’s reality outshines any argument.

17:17 - 18:15 Worship Inspired by Creation

The second takeaway is to "worship anew," drawing from Psalm 96:1’s call to sing a new song to the
Lord. The speaker invites the audience to step outside and let the stars—described as Day 4’s
ancient lanterns—reignite their worship. These celestial bodies, praising God silently for 6,000
years, should inspire fresh adoration, countering stale or routine faith. Whether through song in
everyday moments or quiet reverence, believers are urged to match creation’s bold praise, which
"roars" rather than mumbles, fueled by the reminder that the God who created the sun also cares
deeply for each individual.

18:16 - 19:31 Trusting God’s Active Power

The third point, "trust his power," is anchored in Philippians 4:19, promising that God meets all
needs. The speaker emphasizes that the same God who crafted galaxies on Day 4 remains capable
of handling personal struggles like financial woes, health crises, or fears about the future. This
power is not dormant but active and personal, offering reassurance in dark times. Referencing
God’s intimate knowledge of the stars and His ability to govern the cosmos, the speaker encourages
bold trust—akin to a child’s confidence in a king—assuring that God can manage any chaos in one’s
life.

19:32 - 20:34 Resting in God’s Order

For the fourth takeaway, "rest in his order," Ecclesiastes 3:1 is cited, noting a time for everything.
Day 4 established not just stars but a rhythmic harmony of day, night, seasons, and years—a cosmic
clock that reflects God’s order. In a frantic modern world filled with anxiety and pressure, the
speaker calls believers to align with this divine rhythm: to work diligently, rest deeply, pray
consistently, and trust fully. The steadfastness of the stars amidst life’s storms serves as a reminder
that rest is an act of faith in the God who sustains the universe, not mere laziness.

20:35 - 21:42 Shining as Reflections of Day 4

The fifth takeaway, "shine for him," draws from Matthew 5:14, where believers are called the light
of the world. The brilliance of Day 4 is meant to extend through them, reflecting God’s light in a
dark, despairing age. The speaker urges boldness—shining through kindness, integrity, and
patience in daily interactions—likening believers to unapologetic stars. This radiance, rooted in Day
4’s glory, manifests in courage, joy, and love, positioning believers not just as witnesses to God’s
triumph but as living proof of it, illuminating the world with His truth.
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21:43 - 22:18 Conclusion and Call to Action

The speaker concludes by reaffirming that the starlight problem is no enigma but a testament to
God’s glory, achieved in a single day 6,000 years ago—a miracle beyond science’s grasp. The
heavens proclaim God’s reign, and the audience is encouraged to look up and hear this silent
sermon. Labeling this the end of the sermon, the speaker extends an invitation for anyone to come
forward as the congregation prepares to sing, blending the cosmic narrative with a personal call to
respond in faith.
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