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The Storm Within, Part 2

Summary of Transcript (0:03 - 33:18)

Scripture Reading

Bible Reader: (0:03 - 0:36), John Nousek
Isaiah 26:3-4

The transcript begins with a reading from Isaiah 2[6]:3-4, emphasizing that God grants perfect peace to those with

steadfast minds who trust in Him, portraying God as an everlasting rock.

Summary

Preacher: Jim Lokenbauer

(0:03 - 0:58) Greeting and Introduction to the Morning Lesson Recap

The speaker greets the audience warmly, setting a welcoming tone for the evening’s message. The
speaker transitions to recap the morning’s lesson titled "the storm without,” which refers to
external storms beyond human control. This serves as a precursor to the evening’s discussion,
linking the themes of external and internal turmoil.

(0:59 - 1:32) The Storm on the Sea of Galilee

The morning lesson focused on an event on the Sea of Galilee where Jesus calmed a violent storm.
The disciples, fearing for their lives as their boats filled with water due to fierce winds and waves,
woke Jesus, who was sleeping at the back of the boat. Their panic highlighted their perception of
imminent danger.

(1:33 - 1:56) Jesus Calms the Storm

The disciples accused Jesus of indifference to their peril. Jesus responded by rebuking the wind and
calming the sea, instantly restoring peace. He then reproached the disciples for their fearfulness,
pointing out their lack of faith as the root of their reaction.
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(1:58 - 2:27) Lesson from the Miracle

Following the miracle, the disciples were awestruck by Jesus’ power over nature. The speaker uses
this to illustrate that faith and patience in appealing to God can address life’s uncontrollable
troubles, transitioning to the evening’s focus on Jesus calming internal storm:s.

(2:28 - 2:56) Combining Gospel Accounts

The speaker explains that the evening’s narrative combines accounts from Matthew 8, Mark 5, and
Luke 8 to explore Jesus calming "the storm within." This approach aims to provide a comprehensive
view of the events following the Sea of Galilee miracle, emphasizing Jesus’ ability to resolve all
forms of trouble.

(2:58 - 3:25) Variations in the Gospel Narratives

The combined text highlights unique details, such as Matthew’s mention of two demon-possessed
men, while Mark and Luke focus on one. The speaker notes this is not a discrepancy but reflects
different emphases, setting the stage for a deeper exploration of the story.

(3:26 - 3:41) Clarifying the Number of Possessed Men

The speaker clarifies that the single man highlighted by Mark and Luke was likely a spokesman for
the demons, suggesting no contradiction exists. This detail prepares the audience for understanding
the demonic hierarchy in the narrative.

(3:43 - 4:02) The Chief Demon as Spokesman

The demons possessing the men had a leader who spoke on their behalf, identified later as Legion.
The speaker explains that demons, like angels, have ranks, and this chief demon communicated
with Jesus, despite the collective chaos of the group.

(4:06 - 4:42) Meaning of "Legion"

The term "Legion" is introduced as a collective name for many demons, not an individual. The
speaker notes their loud interactions with Jesus, indicating their multitude and power, which will
be detailed further in the story.

(4:43 - 5:09) Roman Legion Analogy

To illustrate the scale of "Legion," the speaker compares it to a Roman legion, a military unit of
3,000 to 6,000 soldiers, typically 5,000. This analogy underscores the overwhelming number of
demons afflicting the men.

(5:09 - 5:37) The Men’s Helplessness

The speaker emphasizes that the possessed men were utterly helpless against such a vast number
of demons, akin to a Roman legion’s strength. Only Jesus, the Savior, could deliver them from this
dire state, linking this event to the morning’s storm narrative.



(5:38 - 5:49) Introduction to the Combined Story

The speaker prepares to read a synthesized version of the Gospel accounts, noting it won’t align
perfectly with any single text due to its composite nature, inviting the audience to listen and enjoy
the retelling.

(5:51 - 6:26) Arrival and Encounter with Demon-Possessed Men

Jesus arrives in the region of the Gadarenes, where two demon-possessed men emerge from the
tombs to meet him. Described as untamable, they had broken chains and fetters, demonstrating
supernatural strength that no one could subdue.

(6:27 - 6:48) The Men’s Condition

The men lived among tombs and hills, naked and violent, crying out and self-harming with stones.
Their ferocity prevented anyone from passing by, painting a vivid picture of their torment and
isolation.

(6:49 - 7:18) Confrontation with Jesus

Seeing Jesus from afar, the men ran to him, bowed, and shouted, recognizing him as the Son of the
Most High God. They pleaded not to be tortured before their time, and when Jesus asked their
name, the spokesman replied, "Legion," indicating their multitude.

(7:19 - 7:39) The Demons’ Plea

The demons, numbering many, begged Jesus not to send them into the abyss. Spotting a herd of
swine nearby, they requested to be cast into the pigs instead, revealing their desperation to avoid a
worse fate.

(7:40 - 8:00) Exorcism and the Swine

Jesus permitted the demons to leave the men and enter the swine. Approximately 2,000 pigs then
rushed down a steep bank into the sea and drowned, showcasing the dramatic transfer of demonic
possession.

(8:01 - 8:23) Reaction of the Witnesses

Herdsmen fled to report the event in the city and countryside. Locals arrived, found the formerly
possessed men clothed and sane, and were gripped by fear at the sight of Jesus’ power.

(8:23 - 8:48) Community Response

Witnesses recounted the exorcism and the pigs’ fate, prompting the terrified locals to beg Jesus to
leave their region. The healed man who had Legion wished to follow Jesus but was instructed to
stay.



(8:49 - 9:14) The Healed Man’s Mission

Jesus directed the man to return home and share how God had healed him. The man obeyed,
proclaiming Jesus’ deeds throughout Decapolis, leaving people marveling at the miracle.

(9:14 - 9:41) Breaking Down the Story - Arrival in Gadarenes

The speaker begins analyzing the story, noting Jesus’ arrival in the Gadarenes (near Gadara in the
Decapolis) and the encounter with the two demon-possessed men from the tombs, emphasizing
Jesus’ intentional presence.

(9:41 - 10:09) Geographical Context

The setting is identified as the modern-day Golan Heights, east of the Sea of Galilee. The demons’
recognition of Jesus as the Son of God suggests a deliberate confrontation orchestrated by Jesus.

(10:10 - 10:37) Jesus’ Omniscience

Jesus’ omniscience is highlighted, as he knowingly approached these men to free them from
demonic bondage. The speaker asserts that demons require God’s permission to possess,
reinforcing Jesus’ authority.

(10:37 - 10:49) Life Among the Tombs

The men’s residence among the tombs is described as a haunting choice by the demons,
symbolizing their preference for death and desolation, further illustrating their malevolent nature.

(10:50 - 11:20) Uncontrollable Strength

The men’s ability to break chains and fetters is reiterated, emphasizing their supernatural power
and the futility of human attempts to restrain them. Their constant cries and self-harm underscore
their torment.

(11:21 - 11:43) Violence and Shame

Their violence prevented safe passage, and their nakedness added to their degradation. The
speaker stresses the demons’ cruelty in subjecting the men to such a pitiful existence.

(11:44 - 12:07) Demonic Cruelty

The demons forced the men to cut themselves and scream, exposing their brutality. Their
supernatural power could have easily removed restraints, but they chose to make the men suffer
physically.

(12:08 - 12:41) Contrast with Angels

Unlike angels who effortlessly freed apostles in Acts 5 and 12, these demons made the men break
their chains violently, causing severe injury. This contrast highlights the demons’ sadistic intent.



(12:41 - 13:15) Examples of Angelic Aid

The speaker cites Acts 5, where an angel unlocked a prison gate, and Acts 12, where Peter’s shackles
fell off miraculously, illustrating divine gentleness versus demonic cruelty.

(13:15 - 13:41) Physical Toll on the Men

The demons’ method of breaking chains left the men bloodied and wounded, contrasting with the
painless liberation by angels, further emphasizing the demons’ malevolence.

(13:43 - 13:57) Appearance of the Men

The men’s gruesome appearance from their struggles with chains is noted, suggesting extensive
physical damage and reinforcing the horror of their possession.

(13:59 - 14:40) Danger to Others

The men’s violence posed a significant threat, exemplified by Acts 19:11-16, where a single demon-
possessed man overpowered seven exorcists, hinting at the greater danger of a legion.

(14:41 - 15:56) Acts 19 Example

In Acts 19, itinerant Jewish exorcists invoking Jesus’ name were attacked by a demon-possessed
man, who recognized Jesus and Paul but not them, overpowering them brutally. This illustrates the
peril of facing even one demon, amplifying the threat of Legion.

(15:57 - 16:21) Demons Recognize Jesus

The possessed men ran to Jesus, bowed, and shouted his identity as the Son of God, pleading not to
be tortured prematurely. Jesus asked their name, receiving "Legion" as the response, confirming
their numbers.

(16:22 - 16:36) Fear of the Abyss

The demons begged not to be sent to the abyss, showing their fear and belief in Jesus’ authority, as
noted in James where demons tremble before God.

(16:37 - 17:08) Recognition and Worship

The demons’ recognition of Jesus is mysterious, but their bowing (proskuno in Greek, meaning
worship or reverence) signifies submission, contrasting with many Jews’ refusal to acknowledge
him.

(17:09 - 17:31) Irony of Demonic Worship

Ironically, while many Jews denied Jesus’ divinity, thousands of demons worshipped him, bowing
before the King of the Universe, highlighting their acknowledgment of his supreme power.



(17:33 - 18:07) Demons’ Panic in Jesus’ Presence

The speaker draws a parallel between the disciples’ panic during the storm on the Sea of Galilee
and the demons’ panic before Jesus. The demons recognize Jesus as the creator of the world and
universe, having witnessed His power from the beginning. They are fully aware of His authority to
judge and condemn them, which fuels their fear in His presence.

(18:07 - 18:30) Fear of the Abyss

The demons dread being sent to the abyss, referred to by the Greeks as Tartarus, a section of hell
reserved for them. The speaker emphasizes that they know their ultimate fate is eternal
punishment in this bottomless pit, heightening their desperation when confronting Jesus.

(18:32 - 19:00) The Chief Demon’s Arrogance

Despite their fear, the leader of the demon horde, Legion, arrogantly attempts to adjure Jesus,
demanding He swear an oath not to torture them before their appointed time. The speaker
dismisses this as futile, asserting that the demon has no authority to command Jesus, highlighting
the power imbalance in this encounter.

(19:02 - 19:33) Jesus as an Object of Fear

The speaker underscores that Jesus, identified as Yahweh Christ, warrants fear, citing Jeremiah 5:22
where God questions why people do not tremble before Him. Similarly, in Luke 12:4-5, Jesus
instructs His followers not to fear those who can only kill the body but to fear Him who has the
power to cast into hell, reinforcing His divine authority.

(19:33 - 19:46) Fear Him

Continuing from Luke 12, the speaker emphasizes Jesus’ warning to fear the one who can condemn
to hell, interpreting it as a direct call to fear Him. This aligns with the demons’ reaction, as they
tremble before Jesus, fully aware of His identity and power.

(19:47 - 20:02) Demons’ Recognition

The demons’ fear stems from their recognition of Jesus, a knowledge the speaker suggests is
profound and certain. Their reaction exemplifies the appropriate response to His divine authority,
as they understand His ability to judge them.

(20:03 - 20:14) How Demons Recognize Jesus

The speaker speculates on how the demons identify Jesus, noting it’s unclear if His appearance
remained consistent through time. Regardless, their recognition is unmistakable, distinguishing
them from humans who may not perceive Him similarly.



(20:15 - 20:28) Spiritual Perception

The demons may perceive Jesus’ divine nature—perhaps the fullness of the Godhead within
Him—through spiritual insight beyond human capability. This perception drives their immediate
acknowledgment of His identity, setting them apart from human skepticism.

(20:28 - 20:49) Transition to the Swine Incident

The demons’ fear leads them to plead with Jesus as they notice a herd of swine feeding nearby.
They earnestly request that, if cast out, they be sent into the pigs rather than the abyss, initiating
the next phase of the narrative.

(20:50 - 21:11) Jesus Grants Permission

Jesus promptly permits the demons’ request, commanding them to leave the men and enter the
swine. Approximately 2,000 pigs then rush down a steep bank into the sea and drown, vividly
illustrating the demons’ exit from the men and their destructive impact on the animals.

(21:12 - 21:54) Misinterpretation by Skeptics

The speaker addresses a common critique from non-believers who argue Jesus sinned by
destroying the swine herders’ property. He clarifies that Jesus did not actively send the demons into
the pigs but merely allowed it, as the demons themselves requested this outcome, thus absolving
Jesus of direct responsibility.

(21:54 - 22:11) Demons’ Free Will

The demons’ choice to enter the pigs, despite Jesus’ permission, underscores their free will, a gift
God grants to intelligent beings. The speaker emphasizes that Jesus facilitated but did not compel
their action, maintaining His innocence in the pigs’ demise.

(22:11 - 22:21) Free Will Exercised

The demons exercised their freedom by choosing to enter the swine, a decision they made
independently after receiving Jesus’ approval. This reinforces the theme of agency in the narrative,
aligning with God’s design for His creation.

(22:21 - 22:29) Fitting Outcome

The speaker reflects on the poetic justice of unclean demons entering unclean swine, suggesting
this may have influenced Jesus’ decision to permit it. The comment emerges spontaneously,
highlighting the symbolic appropriateness of the event.

(22:29 - 22:50) Demons’ Destructive Nature

Jesus’ command to the unclean spirits to enter the pigs leads to their immediate rush to death,
illustrating the demons’ inherently destructive tendencies. The speaker posits this as a deliberate
demonstration of their nature, orchestrated by Jesus.



(22:52 - 23:14) God’s Ownership

Quoting Psalm 50:10-11, the speaker counters skeptics by asserting that all creation—every beast,
cattle, bird, and moving thing—belongs to God. As the creator, Jesus has authority over all property,
negating any claim of sin in the pigs’ destruction.

(23:14 - 23:36) Jesus’ Authority

The speaker reinforces that Jesus, as the Son of God and creator, rightfully exercises dominion over
all things. This divine ownership dismisses accusations of wrongdoing, affirming His sinless
exercise of power in this incident.

(23:36 - 23:46) Witnesses Spread the News

The swine herders flee to the city and countryside, reporting the extraordinary events, prompting
locals to come investigate. This rapid spread of news sets the stage for the community’s reaction to
Jesus’ actions.

(23:46 - 23:58) Community’s Fearful Reaction

The people arrive and see the formerly possessed men now clothed, sane, and sitting calmly,
including the one who had Legion. This transformation, coupled with the pigs’ fate, fills them with
fear rather than awe or gratitude.

(23:58 - 24:20) Rejection of Jesus

Witnesses recount the exorcism and the pigs’ destruction, leading the terrified locals to beg Jesus to
leave their region. Their fear overrides any potential faith, contrasting with the healed men’s
restoration and prompting a negative response to Jesus’ presence.

(24:21 - 24:46) Spreading Good News

The speaker compares the swine herders’ actions to the shepherds who announced Jesus’ birth
after seeing angels, and to the Samaritan woman who shared her encounter with the Messiah. In
each case, remarkable events compel witnesses to tell others, spreading news rapidly.

(24:46 - 25:14) Fear Over Faith

The swine herders’ reports draw a crowd who see the restored men and hear the story, yet their
reaction is fear rather than joy. Instead of embracing Jesus for healing the men, they plead with
Him to depart, missing the opportunity to believe.

(25:14 - 25:47) Contrast in Response

The crowd’s fear contrasts sharply with the potential for celebration over the men’s healing. The
speaker laments their rejection of Jesus, noting that their focus on the pigs’ loss overshadows the
miracle of restored lives, leading them to push Jesus away.



(25:48 - 26:00) The Healed Man’s Request

As Jesus prepares to leave by boat, the man once possessed by Legion begs to join Him. The speaker
highlights this individual’s desire to stay with Jesus, distinguishing him from the other healed man
whose reaction is unmentioned.

(26:01 - 26:32) Jesus’ Directive

Jesus denies the man’s request, instead instructing him to return home and tell his friends about
the great things the Lord has done and the mercy shown to him. The man complies, proclaiming
Jesus’ deeds throughout Decapolis, where people marvel at his testimony.

(26:32 - 26:58) Motivation for Staying

The speaker speculates that the man’s desire to follow Jesus may stem from fear of the demons’
return or gratitude for his healing, though only one man—presumably the Legion host—makes this
request. Jesus’ refusal reflects a different plan for him.

(26:59 - 27:20) Gratitude or Fear

The man’s wish to stay with Jesus could blend fear of relapse with deep thankfulness for his
deliverance. The speaker suggests it might be both, but Jesus’ purpose overrides this, redirecting the
man’s energy toward a greater mission.

(27:20 - 27:55) Spreading the Gospel

Jesus aims to restore relationships and spread the gospel, tasking the man to share his story with
his community. The man eagerly obeys, recounting his healing across Decapolis, glorifying Jesus
and demonstrating the power of personal testimony.

(27:56 - 28:10) Simplicity of Testimony

The man’s lack of extensive biblical knowledge does not hinder his witness; his firsthand
experience suffices to glorify God and inspire belief. The speaker encourages starting with what
one knows, affirming the effectiveness of simple faith-sharing.

(28:11 - 28:35) A Powerful Story

The man’s testimony is compelling—he was in the worst human condition imaginable, yet Jesus
showed mercy and healed him. The speaker marvels at this transformation, pondering why
demons seek to inhabit humans, a question left unanswered here.

(28:36 - 29:06) Pharisees’ Unbelief

The speaker recalls a confrontation where Pharisees demanded a sign from Jesus, who offered only
the sign of Jonah. After Jesus healed a demon-possessed man, they accused Him of using
Beelzebub’s power, blaspheming the Holy Spirit and revealing their wickedness.



(29:06 - 29:25) Blasphemy Against the Spirit

The Pharisees’ accusation against Jesus constitutes blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, God the
Father, and the Son. Jesus responds with a parable about demon possession to expose their spiritual
corruption, setting up a broader lesson.

(29:26 - 29:48) Parable of the Unclean Spirit

In Matthew 12:43-45, Jesus describes an unclean spirit leaving a man, returning with worse spirits,
and making the man’s state worse than before. This illustrates the danger of an empty spiritual life,
vulnerable to greater evil after initial cleansing.

(29:48 - 30:03) Warning to the Pharisees

Jesus applies this parable to the “evil generation” of unbelieving Pharisees, the religious leaders of
the time. Their rejection of Him, despite witnessing miracles, leaves them open to a worse fate than
their initial state.

(30:04 - 30:20) Spiritual Danger

The speaker warns that returning to sin after being cleansed by Christ can lead to a worse condition
than before, drawing from Jesus’ parable. This underscores the need for ongoing faith to avoid
spiritual ruin.

(30:22 - 30:54) Consequences of Backsliding

For believers who revert to old ways after accepting Jesus, the risk is becoming repulsive to God,
likened to a dog returning to vomit or pigs to mud. This vivid imagery reinforces the peril of
abandoning faith after redemption.

(30:55 -31:17) Two Storms

The day’s stories—the storm without (external trials) and the storm within (internal sin)—represent
dire human conditions. The speaker highlights Jesus as the solution, delivering and healing through
belief and trust.

(31:17 - 31:42) Lessons from Legion

Faith in Jesus is key to overcoming both external and internal storms, keeping one spiritually clean.
The speaker suggests learning from Legion, the enemy, about Jesus’ nature and authority,
introducing a list of truths the demons acknowledge.

(31:43 - 31:54) Demons’ Knowledge of Jesus (Part 1)

The demons recognize: (1) Jesus’ deity, (2) His worthiness of worship, and (3) His identity as the Son
of God. These truths, evident in their behavior, form the foundation of their fearful reverence.
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(31:55 - 32:14) Demons’ Knowledge of Jesus (Part 2)

Further, they know: (4) Jesus’ authority to punish, (5) an unknown Judgment Day set by God, and (6)
His power to grant or deny demons’ requests to inhabit beings, as seen with the swine. These points
emphasize His sovereignty.

(32:14 - 32:32) Demons’ Knowledge of Jesus (Part 3)

Additionally, they acknowledge: (7) Jesus’ authority to send demons to the abyss instantly, requiring
their permission to act. This reinforces His control over their fate, a power they cannot resist.

(32:33 - 32:59) Demons’ Knowledge of Jesus (Part 4)

Finally, (8) Jesus will judge the living and the dead. The demons publicly proclaim these truths,
challenging believers to match their boldness in professing Jesus, lest God’s enemies outshine them
in evangelism.

(33:00 - 33:16) Call to Share the Gospel

The speaker urges the audience to share the gospel, emulating the healed man who testified to
Jesus’ works with simple faith. This act glorifies God and invites others to believe, requiring no
exhaustive knowledge.

(33:16 - 33:18) Invitation

The transcript concludes with an invitation for those in need to come forward, a traditional call to
action in such settings, encouraging immediate response to the message delivered.
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