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I AM the True Vine, Part 4
Summary of Transcript (0:04 - 33:59)

Scripture Reading
Bible Reader: (0:04 - 0:53), John Nousek

John 8:31-32,

• The evening’s scripture reading is from the Gospel of John, specifically John 8:31-32.

• The verses state that if believers abide in Jesus’s word, they are truly His disciples and will
know the truth which sets them free.

Summary
Preacher: Jim Lokenbauer

(0:58 - 2:32) Explanation of Discipleship and Logos

• Jesus’s words to the Jews who believed in Him emphasize that holding to His teachings marks
true discipleship.

• The Greek word "logos" used in the text can mean "word" but in a broader sense refers to an
expression of thought or reason.

• The translation from Greek to English involves transliteration, meaning it’s more thought for
thought rather than word for word.

(2:34 - 3:01) Further Definition of Logos

• Various translations of "logos" include account, cause, communication, intent, reason, report,
saying, speech, thought, among others, highlighting its multifaceted meaning.
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(3:01 - 4:09) Jesus as the Logos

• Jesus is referred to as the Logos in John 1:1-2, indicating His role in creation through His spoken
word.

• The concept of moral truth is linked to Jesus’s words accurately expressing the Father’s
thoughts.

(4:10 - 10:32) Sanctification Through the Word and Blood

• Jesus’s word is equated with truth, sanctifying and cleansing believers, as mentioned in John 17
and 15:3.

• The sanctification process involves both the word of God and the blood of Jesus, making
believers holy and pure for worship and service.

• Paul’s analogy in Ephesians 5:25-27 compares the sanctification of the church to the
sanctification of a bride by Christ’s love and word.

• The development of faith from belief to obedient faith is discussed, with an emphasis on the
ongoing process of sanctification through learning and understanding God’s word.

(10:33 - 15:22) Personal Journey and Theological Reflections

• The speaker shares his own faith journey, influenced by Hal Lindsey’s book, leading to a deeper
engagement with scripture.

• Questions arise about the state of salvation before formal acts like baptism, pondering whether
grace covers this period of learning and belief.

• The discussion touches on the interpretation of sanctification and the washing by the word
versus baptism, and the maturity of faith.

(15:23 - 18:42) Grace and Judgment

• Exploration of whether one is saved if they die before baptism but are sincerely seeking truth.

• The speaker advocates for leaving judgment to God, not making definitive statements on
someone’s salvation, and highlights the importance of not judging others.

(18:42 - 19:24) Freedom from Sin

• The truth that Jesus speaks of in John 8:32 is linked to freedom from the guilt of sin,
emphasizing daily application of teachings (carrying one’s cross).

(19:27 - 22:22) Continual Learning and Teaching

• Encouragement for continuous learning and teaching within the Christian community to
maintain the chain of apostolic doctrine.

• A warning against the arrogance of thinking one knows everything and against judgmental
attitudes towards those less knowledgeable or baptized.
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(22:23 - 23:21) Teaching and Maturity

• Emphasis on teaching a complete gospel from the start within the church, including the
importance of baptism.

• The concept of sanctification is reiterated as being set aside for holy purpose, even for those
who believe but haven’t been baptized.

(23:22 - 25:38) Zechariah’s Vision and Joshua’s Cleansing

• Reference to Zechariah chapter 3, where Joshua the high priest stands before the Angel of the
Lord (interpreted as Jesus) with Satan accusing him.

• Joshua is depicted in filthy clothes, symbolizing the sinfulness of Israel, yet he is cleansed by
divine command, showing God’s grace and forgiveness.

(25:39 - 28:25) Divine Mercy and Forgiveness

• The vision continues with Joshua being given rich garments, symbolizing the removal of sin and
the promise of a future servant, the Branch.

• The narrative stresses God’s mercy, not requiring immediate repentance for cleansing, akin to
not snuffing out a smoldering wick or breaking a bruised reed.

(28:25 - 30:59) Mercy vs. Obedience to Command

• Discussion on whether a believer who dies before baptism is saved, highlighting the tension
between God’s mercy and the necessity of obedience to His commands.

• Warning against teachings that deny the need for baptism, equating such teachings with
another gospel, which Paul labels as anathema.

(31:01 - 33:59) Importance of Baptism in Discipleship

• The speaker emphasizes teaching the full gospel, including baptism, to new believers to prevent
misconceptions about salvation.

• A personal anecdote about a young boy, Stephen Tuck, wanting to be baptized, showcasing the
urgency and joy of leading someone to this commitment.

• Concludes with a prayer request for protection of the child’s newfound faith, reflecting on the
power of prayer and the parable of the tares, where Satan might try to take away the word.
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