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Lessons From King Saul, Part 2

Summary of Transcript (0:03 - 36:44)

Scripture Reading

Bible Reader: (0:03 - 0:51), Roger Raines
1 Samuel 15:22-23,

* The speaker introduces the session by stating they will read from 1 Samuel chapter 15,
verses 22 and 23.

* God tells Saul, "to obey is better than sacrifice" and He accuses Saul of rebellion and
insubordination.

* God rejects Saul as king.

Summary

Preacher: Jim Lokenbauer

0:56 - 1:28 Context of King Saul’s Disobedience

* King Saul’s disobedience is the focus, where he countermanded God’s command regarding the
Amalekites.

* The term "countermand" is defined as going against an order.

1:29 - 2:24 Saul’s Commission and Mission

* Saul is commissioned as king and given his first mission to destroy the Amalekites.

* The Amalekites are described as having committed egregious sins against Israel, particularly
targeting the vulnerable like the elderly, mothers with children, and the infirm.
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2:26 - 3:06 Historical Context of Amalek

* The Amalekites are likened to ancient terrorists, with a suggestion that modern terrorism might
have connections to them.

» Reference made to God’s command to Moses to document this act for memory, similar to the
"Never forget" sentiment post-9/11.

3:08 - 3:40 God’s Command for Extermination

* God orders the extermination of the Amalekites due to their evil nature and actions.

» The command is described as leading to genocide, setting up the narrative for Saul’s actions and
consequences.

3:41 - 4:16 Saul’s Coronation and First Mission

» Samuel anoints Saul as king, giving him his first divine instruction to destroy Amalek.

4:17 - 4:41 Anointing and the Holy Spirit

* Explanation of the anointing process where the king receives the Holy Spirit, yet this does not
guarantee obedience.

4:42 - 5:16 The Challenge of Obedience

* Despite having the Holy Spirit, Saul’s stubbornness could lead him to act against God’s will.

5:17 - 5:58 God’s Directive Against Amalek

» Samuel relays God’s command for Israel to punish Amalek comprehensively, sparing no one or
animal.

5:59 - 6:15 Historical Remembrance

* Reference to the long-term memory of Amalek’s acts against Israel, recorded by Moses.

6:17 - 6:45 Explicit Command to Saul

* The command to Saul is clear and leaves no room for misinterpretation; all Amalekite life and
property are to be destroyed.

6:47 - 7:35 The Battle Setup

* Saul’s army of 210,000 sets an ambush against the Amalekites, illustrating the logistical
challenge of such a large force.



7:35 - 7:51 Saul’s Interaction with Canaanites

 Saul instructs the Canaanites, who had shown kindness to Israel, to depart from the Amalekites
to avoid destruction.

7:52 - 8:22 Identity of the Canaanites

» The Canaanites are described as mountain dwellers with historical ties to Moses through Jethro.

8:23 - 9:07 Prophecy and Historical Goodwill

» Reference to Balaam’s prophecy about Amalek’s destruction and Canaan’s kindness towards
Israel.

9:08 - 9:30 Execution of the Command

» Saul defeats the Amalekites but spares King Agag and the best of the livestock, contrary to God’s
command.

9:31 - 9:55 Partial Obedience

» Saul’s decision to spare Agag and the best livestock is highlighted as not fully obeying God’s
command.

9:56 - 10:22 Selective Destruction

* Only what was considered worthless by Saul’s men was destroyed; the valuable was kept.

10:22 - 11:24 God’s Regret

» Explanation of God’s regret, not as a change in God’s nature but as a response to human choices,
specifically Saul’s disobedience.

11:25 - 12:27 Saul’s Track Record

» Saul’s history of disobedience is reviewed, leading to God’s disappointment and decision
regarding his kingship.

12:28 - 13:39 Saul’s Earlier Disobedience

* Reference to another instance where Saul acted without Samuel’s guidance, leading to the
prophecy of David’s rise.

13:40 - 14:44 Consequences of Disobedience

» Saul’s actions result in the loss of his kingdom, with God choosing David, a man after His own
heart.



14:45 - 15:28 Scriptural Principles on Faith and Obedience

* New Testament references are used to underline the importance of following God’s commands
without adding or subtracting.

15:30 - 18:09 Samuel Confronts Saul

» Samuel seeks Saul to deliver a message from God, finding Saul has set up a monument for
himself, showcasing his pride.

18:13 - 19:20 Saul’s Claim of Obedience

» Saul greets Samuel, claiming he has carried out the Lord’s command, which Samuel will soon
challenge.

19:20 - 19:35 Saul’s Self-Celebration

* After the victory over the AmaleKkites, Saul is energized and constructs a monument for himself,
thinking he has done well.

19:41 - 20:43 Samuel’s Rebuke

» Samuel confronts Saul with a sarcastic question about the sounds of sheep and oxen,
highlighting the disobedience as they should have been destroyed.

» Saul admits the livestock were spared by the people for sacrifice, shifting blame.

20:43 - 21:38 Saul’s Rationalization

* Saul deflects responsibility, mentioning a plan to sacrifice the animals to "your God," suggesting
a lack of personal faith or ownership of the command.

21:44 - 22:40 Saul’s Misguided Intentions

» Saul’s claim of sacrificing to God is questioned, as this was not part of the command; good
intentions do not negate disobedience.

» Samuel announces he will share what the Lord told him the previous night.

22:41 - 23:54 Samuel’s Reminder of Saul’s Anointment

* Samuel reminds Saul of his humble beginnings and the divine anointment, underscoring the
gravity of his disobedience.

23:55 - 25:38 The Nature of Amalekites
* The Amalekites' practices, including human sacrifices and temple prostitution, are detailed to
justify their destruction.

* Samuel questions why Saul did not obey God, pointing out the greed behind sparing the
livestock.



25:39 - 27:14 Saul’s Justification

» Saul insists he obeyed by destroying the Amalekites but spared Agag and the best livestock,
again shifting blame to his soldiers.

27:15 - 29:27 Comparison to Deism and Will-Worship

» Saul’s actions are likened to deism, where human reason supersedes divine command, akin to
Cain’s offering.

» Samuel stresses that obedience is more valuable than sacrifice, echoing Christian teachings on
loving God through obedience.

29:28 - 31:58 Consequences of Disobedience

» Saul’s rebellion is equated with divination and idolatry, leading to his rejection as king by God.

» Saul’s leadership is criticized as weak for sparing Agag and not enforcing God’s command fully.

31:59 - 33:48 Saul’s Admission and Excuses

 Saul finally confesses his sin but excuses it by claiming fear of the people, showing a lack of fear
or respect for God.

33:49 - 35:46 Lessons for Believers
* The narrative serves as a lesson for Christians on the importance of following God’s word over
human desires or popularity.

* Paul’s warnings in the New Testament about learning from Old Testament examples are
highlighted.

35:47 - 36:44 Closing Remarks and Invitation

* The speaker concludes by quoting Paul’s teachings on using freedom in Christ to serve in love
and not for selfish desires.

* An invitation is extended for those who might need to realign their path with God’s will.
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