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Riders of the Holy Express

Summary of Transcript (0:04 - 22:53)

Scripture Reading

Bible Reader: (0:04 - 0:41), Roger Raines
Matthew 28:19-20,

The transcript begins with a greeting and a reading from the Bible, specifically Matthew 28:19-20. The speaker,
identified as Roger, recites these verses, which contain Jesus’ command to his disciples to go forth and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to follow His
commandments. The passage concludes with Jesus’ assurance that He will be with them always, even until the end of the

age. This reading sets the tone for the lesson that follows.

Summary

Preacher: Scott Reynolds

(0:46 - 1:59) Transition to Doug Hamilton’s Evangelism Series

The speaker announces that the evening’s lesson will be based on a series by Doug Hamilton,
shifting away from a previously considered topic on 1 Corinthians to focus instead on Hamilton’s
2023 Evangelism Series. One specific lesson from this series, titled "Riders of the Holy Express," is
introduced. The speaker begins narrating a historical anecdote about Johnny Fry, a 20-year-old
rider for the Pony Express, on April 3, 1860. Johnny prepares his horse and gear, reflecting perhaps
on a newspaper ad he answered seeking young, fearless riders willing to risk their lives daily to
deliver mail across the rugged American West.

(2:02 - 4:39) The Pony Express and Johnny Fry’s Mission

The narrative expands on Johnny Fry’s role as the first rider for the Pony Express, a service
launched in 1860 to deliver mail from St. Joseph, Missouri, to Sacramento, California, in just 10
days—a remarkable feat compared to modern postal services. The operation involved 120 riders,
184 stations, 400 horses, and significant personnel, braving harsh conditions and threats like
bandits and Native American attacks. Johnny’s determination is highlighted as he sets off with a
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single-minded focus: "get the message through." The speaker notes the Pony Express riders’
willingness to face death daily, drawing a parallel to the lesson’s broader theme.

(4:40 - 6:49) Linking the Pony Express to the Apostles

The speaker transitions from the Pony Express to the evening’s core lesson, "Riders of the Holy
Express," drawing an analogy between the mail riders and the Apostles of Jesus Christ. Initially
called Disciples (followers of Jesus), they became Apostles (messengers sent out) after receiving the
Great Commission in Matthew 28:19-20, as read earlier. The Apostles were tasked with delivering
the Gospel to the world, facing numerous dangers with the same tunnel vision as the Pony Express
riders: ensuring the message reached its destination.

(6:51 - 10:31) Peter as the First "Rider" of the Holy Express

The lesson follows the Apostle Peter as the first "rider" of the Holy Express, beginning with his
sermon on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2. The speaker employs a dialectic diatribe style—modeled
after the Apostle Paul’s argumentative technique in Romans—to imagine a dialogue with Peter.
Questions challenge Peter about the risks of preaching to hostile Jews, to which he responds that his
mission to deliver the Gospel outweighs all threats. This pattern continues through Acts 3, 6, and 7,
where Peter faces persecution, internal disputes, and the martyrdom of Stephen, yet remains
steadfast, citing scriptures like 1 Peter 3:14 to affirm his resolve.

(10:32 - 16:48) Peter’s Perseverance and Paul’s Introduction

Peter’s journey continues in Acts 12, where he is imprisoned by Herod and faces execution, yet
insists that his commission from Jesus—to spread the Gospel to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and
beyond—drives him forward. Tradition holds that Peter was martyred by crucifixion upside down,
dying as a faithful "rider" of the Holy Express. The focus then shifts to Paul in Acts 9, who, after
converting to Christianity, faces immediate threats from Jews. Paul echoes Peter’s determination,
citing Acts 9:15-16 and 1 Corinthians 9:16, and persists despite a severe stoning in Lystra (Acts 14),
declaring himself an Apostle "born out of due time," committed to delivering the Gospel.

(16:48 - 17:37) Paul’s Resilience Amid Suffering

The transcript resumes with Paul reflecting on his trials as a "rider of the Holy Express." He
expresses a steadfast resolve, stating that whether he lives or dies, it is all for Christ: to live is to
serve Christ, to die is to gain eternal life with Him, and to suffer is to receive more from Him.
Quoting a sentiment akin to Romans 8:18, Paul deems present sufferings insignificant compared to
the glory awaiting him. Despite being beaten and battered, he vows to continue his mission,
emphasizing his duty to deliver the Gospel message, as illustrated by his next challenge in Acts 16.

(17:38 - 18:22) Paul’s Imprisonment and the Jailer’s Conversion

In Acts 16, Paul faces further adversity as the Philistines beat and imprison him, chaining him in
stocks. Critics suggest this marks the end of his Gospel delivery, but Paul counters that the message
was destined for the jailer. Citing 2 Timothy 1:8, he urges others not to be ashamed of his
imprisonment or the Gospel, embracing suffering as part of his apostolic calling. The imprisonment
leads to a divine outcome: the jailer and his family are baptized into the faith, proving the Holy



Express continues to reach its destinations successfully.

(18:23 - 19:54) Paul’s Final Stand and Charge to Timothy

The narrative advances to 2 Timothy 4, where Paul, now on death row with only Luke by his side,
faces his imminent execution. Described as ready to be offered as a "drink offering," he reflects on
his life’s work, declaring, "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the
faith." He anticipates a crown of righteousness from Christ but refuses to retire from his mission.
Instead, he passes the reins to Timothy, charging him to preach the word diligently, in and out of
season, with patience and doctrine, ensuring the Gospel message endures beyond his own life.

(19:54 - 20:38) Paul’s Martyrdom and Legacy

The speaker notes that tradition holds Paul was beheaded shortly after writing these words,
executed on one of Rome’s seven hills. As a Roman citizen, he was spared crucifixion, a fate
reserved for non-citizens, and instead faced decapitation for preaching the Gospel. This act
underscores his ultimate sacrifice as a "rider of the Holy Express,” dying to ensure the message
reached others, leaving a legacy of unwavering commitment to Christ’s commission.

(20:40 - 21:30) Comparing the Pony Express and Apostles

The speaker contrasts the Pony Express, which operated for 18 months and delivered all but one
piece of mail across 650,000 miles with 183 riders, with the Apostles’ mission. The Pony Express
ended with the advent of the telegraph, but its riders’ singular focus—"deliver the
message"—mirrors the Apostles’ endurance. The Apostles, facing persecution, pain, and death,
reached millions with the Gospel, never forgetting their charge to bring it to the lost, serving as
enduring exemplars of dedication.

(21:31 - 22:42) Call to Action for Modern Believers

The lesson concludes with a call to contemporary believers to emulate the Apostles as "riders of the
Holy Express." While lacking the miraculous powers of the Apostles—such as raising the dead or
speaking in tongues—everyone is tasked with sharing the Gospel. Satan’s obstacles, like public
unrighteousness and guilt, aim to derail this mission, but believers must don the "whole armor of
God," particularly the shield of faith, to deflect these attacks and persist in delivering the message to
the lost world.

(22:42 - 22:53) Invitation to Respond

The session ends with an invitation for anyone moved by the message to come forward,
accompanied by a call to stand and sing. This traditional closing offers a moment for reflection and
response, aligning with the evangelical thrust of the lesson and encouraging active participation in
the Holy Express mission.
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