Saul and David
Dealing with Turbulent Relationships

David was one of the armor bearers and musicians for Saul prior to his slaying of Goliath.

e | Samuel 16:21-23 Then David came to Saul and attended him; and Saul loved him
greatly, and he became his armor bearer. 22 Saul sent to Jesse, saying, “Let David now
stand before me, for he has found favor in my sight.” 23 So it came about whenever the
evil spirit from God came to Saul, David would take the harp and play it with his hand;
and Saul would be refreshed and be well, and the evil spirit would depart from him.

After the victory over Goliath, King Saul had David moved into the palace.
e | Samuel 18:2, Saul took him that day and did not let him return to his father’s house.

David became a loyal “Secretary of Defense” for King Saul.
e 1 Samuel 18:5, So David went out wherever Saul sent him, and prospered; and Saul set
him over the men of war. And it was pleasing in the sight of all the people and also in the
sight of Saul’s servants.

David began to outshine King Saul.

e 1 Samuel 18:6-7, It happened as they were coming, when David returned from killing the
Philistine, that the women came out of all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to
meet King Saul, with tambourines, with joy and with musical instruments. ” The women
sang as they played, and said, “Saul has slain his thousands, And David his ten
thousands.”

e 1 Samuel 18:14-15, David was prospering in all his ways for the LORD was with him. '3
When Saul saw that he was prospering greatly, he dreaded him.

e 1 Samuel 18:16 But all Israel and Judah loved David, and he went out and came in before
them.

Saul succumbed to a spirit of jealousy.

e | Samuel 18:8-9, Then Saul became very angry, for this saying displeased him; and he
said, “They have ascribed to David ten thousands, but to me they have ascribed
thousands. Now what more can he have but the kingdom?” ° Saul looked at David with
suspicion from that day on.

Saul tried to kill David with the javelin.
e | Samuel 18:10-11, “...while David was playing the harp with his hand, as usual; and a
spear was in Saul’s hand. !! Saul hurled the spear for he thought, “I will pin David to the
wall.” But David escaped from his presence twice.

Saul actually feared David.
e 1 Samuel 18:12, Now Saul was afraid of David, for the LORD was with him but had

departed from Saul.
e 1 Samuel 18:29 “...then Saul was even more afraid of David. Thus Saul was David’s

enemy continually.”

Saul decided to keep his “enemy” close. Hence he tried to marry him into the family.
e 1 Samuel 18:17, Then Saul said to David, “Here is my older daughter Merab; I will give
her to you as a wife, only be a valiant man for me and fight the LORD’S battles.” For Saul
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thought, “My hand shall not be against him, but let the hand of the Philistines be against
him.”

e 1 Samuel 18:20-21, Now Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved David. When they told Saul, the
thing was agreeable to him. 2! Saul thought, “I will give her to him that she may become
a snare to him, and that the hand of the Philistines may be against him.” Therefore Saul
said to David, “For a second time you may be my son-in-law today.”

Saul promised his son Jonathan that he would not try to kill David anymore.

o | Samuel 19:6-7, Saul listened to the voice of Jonathan, and Saul vowed, “As the LORD
lives, he shall not be put to death.” 7 Then Jonathan called David, and Jonathan told him
all these words. And Jonathan brought David to Saul, and he was in his presence as
formerly.

David was successful again in battle Saul became jealous and tried to kill David again.
e 1 Samuel 19:10, Saul tried to pin David to the wall with the spear, but he slipped away
out of Saul’s presence, so that he stuck the spear into the wall. And David fled and
escaped that night.

Saul stepped up the plans, but David escaped.
e | Samuel 19:11, “Then Saul sent messengers to David’s house to watch him, in order to
put him to death in the morning...”
e | Samuel 19:18, “Now David fled and escaped and came to Samuel at Ramah, and told
him all that Saul had done to him...”

David went into hiding with a group of renegades.
e | Samuel 22:1-2, So David departed from there and escaped to the cave of Adullam; and
when his brothers and all his father’s household heard of iz, they went down there to him.
2 Everyone who was in distress, and everyone who was in debt, and everyone who was
discontented gathered to him; and he became captain over them. Now there were about
four hundred men with him.

Saul even killed the priests that aided David in his flight.

e 1 Samuel 22:19-20, And he struck Nob the city of the priests with the edge of the sword,
both men and women, children and infants; also oxen, donkeys, and sheep he struck with
the edge of the sword. 2* But one son of Ahimelech the son of Ahitub, named Abiathar,
escaped and fled after David.

David had an opportunity to kill Saul, but restrained himself.

e 1 Samuel 24:1-7, Now when Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told,
saying, “Behold, David is in the wilderness of Engedi.” 2 Then Saul took three thousand
chosen men from all Israel and went to seek David and his men in front of the Rocks of
the Wild Goats. * He came to the sheepfolds on the way, where there was a cave; and
Saul went in to relieve himself. Now David and his men were sitting in the inner recesses
of the cave. * The men of David said to him, “Behold, this is the day of which the LORD
said to you, ‘Behold; I am about to give your enemy into your hand, and you shall do to
him as it seems good to you.” ” Then David arose and cut off the edge of Saul’s robe
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secretly. 3 It came about afterward that David’s conscience bothered him because he had
cut off the edge of Saul’s robe. ¢ So he said to his men, “Far be it from me because of the
LORD that I should do this thing to my lord, the LORD’S anointed, to stretch out my hand
against him, since he is the LORD’S anointed.” ” David persuaded his men with these
words and did not allow them to rise up against Saul. And Saul arose, left the cave, and
went on his way.

Saul confirmed that David would eventually be King David.

1 Samuel 24:20, “Now, behold, I know that you will surely be king, and that the kingdom
of Israel will be established in your hand.”

Saul was once again trying to kill David.

1 Samuel 26:2, So Saul arose and went down to the wilderness of Ziph, having with him
three thousand chosen men of Israel, to search for David in the wilderness of Ziph.

David had another opportunity to kill Saul, but once again did not.

1 Samuel 26:11-12, “The LORD forbid that I should stretch out my hand against the
LORD’s anointed; but now please take the spear that is at his head and the jug of water,
and let us go.” '2 So David took the spear and the jug of water from beside Saul’s head,
and they went away, but no one saw or knew iz, nor did any awake, for they were all
asleep, because a sound sleep from the LORD had fallen on them.

Saul pledged again not to attempt assassination of David.

1 Samuel 26:21-25, Then Saul said, “I have sinned. Return, my son David, for I will not
harm you again because my life was precious in your sight this day. Behold, I have
played the fool and have committed a serious error.” 22 David replied, “Behold the spear
of the king! Now let one of the young men come over and take it. 23 “The LORD will
repay each man for his righteousness and his faithfulness; for the LORD delivered you
into my hand today, but I refused to stretch out my hand against the LORD’S anointed. *
“Now behold, as your life was highly valued in my sight this day, so may my life be
highly valued in the sight of the LORD, and may He deliver me from all distress.” 2> Then
Saul said to David, “Blessed are you, my son David; you will both accomplish much and
surely prevail.” So David went on his way, and Saul returned to his place.

Saul killed by the Philistines

1 Samuel 31:1-4, Now the Philistines were fighting against Israel, and the men of Israel
fled from before the Philistines and fell slain on Mount Gilboa. 2 The Philistines overtook
Saul and his sons; and the Philistines killed Jonathan and Abinadab and Malchi-shua the
sons of Saul. * The battle went heavily against Saul, and the archers hit him; and he was
badly wounded by the archers. * Then Saul said to his armor bearer, “Draw your sword
and pierce me through with it, otherwise these uncircumcised will come and pierce me
through and make sport of me.” But his armor bearer would not, for he was greatly
afraid. So Saul took his sword and fell on it.
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David mourned the death of Saul.

2 Samuel 1:11-12, Then David took hold of his clothes and tore them, and so also did all

the men who were with him. 2 They mourned and wept and fasted until evening for Saul
and his son Jonathan and for the people of the LORD and the house of Israel, because they
had fallen by the sword.

The Saul/David Relationship is symbolic of Christian-coping with turbulent relationships.

Life is filled with many turbulent relationships. Saul most-definitely qualifies as a

turbulent and caustic individual in the life of David.

Just because one becomes a Christian, it does not mean all those difficult people will go

away. It also does not mean those relationships will be magically better, but more often than not,
more difficult. Our call as a Christian is to maintain our integrity through the examples set forth
in the New Testament.

Matthew 5:43-45 “You have heard that it was said, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR
and hate your enemy.” * “But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you, * so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes
His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the
unrighteous.

Luke 6:29, “Whoever hits you on the cheek, offer him the other also; and whoever takes
away your coat, do not withhold your shirt from him either.

Romans 12:19-21, Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath
of God, for it is written, “VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY,” says the Lord. 2° “BUT IF
YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO
DOING YOU WILL HEAP BURNING COALS ON HIS HEAD.” 2! Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good.

Luke 23:34, But Jesus was saying, “‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they
are doing.” And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves.

Acts 7:59-60, They went on stoning Stephen as he called on the Lord and said, “Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit!” % Then falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice,
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” Having said this, he fell asleep.



