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Summary
Preacher: Jim Lokenbauer

(0:02 - 0:35) Opening Remarks and Introduction

The sermon, delivered by Preacher Jim, titled "Sons of Thunder," begins with a warm greeting to
the congregation, noting a larger evening attendance compared to the morning service. Jim
expresses gratitude to Roger, presumably a member of the congregation or a helper, and
humorously references a suggestion from Ruth about signaling for a drink if his throat gets dry,
indicating Roger’s attentiveness. This light-hearted opening sets a welcoming tone for the sermon.

(0:41 - 2:54) Introducing the Sons of Thunder and Biblical Context

Jim introduces the concept of "Sons of Thunder," a term he and others like Scott and Kevin have
used jokingly to describe themselves, but he clarifies that their usage is not entirely aligned with its
biblical meaning. He explains that Jesus gave this nickname to James and John, two of His disciples,
due to their zealous and intense attitudes. Jim contrasts Jesus’ patience with the challenging
personalities of His disciples, such as Simon the Zealot, known for his strong nationalist passions,
Judas Iscariot with his questionable morals, and the impetuous Peter. He emphasizes that James
and John’s "Sons of Thunder" title reflects their initial aggressive zeal, which often lacked the
patience and love Jesus exemplified. Jim references Proverbs 19:2, which warns against zeal
without knowledge, suggesting that James and John initially "missed the way" due to their hasty
and overly fervent approach to faith.

(2:54 - 5:52) Saul of Tarsus as a Son of Thunder

The sermon shifts to Saul of Tarsus, later known as Paul, as a prime example of a "Son of Thunder."
Jim describes Saul’s early life as a Pharisee, trained under Gamaliel, a renowned teacher, and a
fervent nationalist who saw Christianity as a threat to Jewish tradition. Saul’s zeal led him to
aggressively persecute Christians, including hunting them down, imprisoning them, and approving
the stoning of Stephen. Jim highlights Saul’s intense commitment to eradicating the early Christian
movement, believing it was in service to God. This section establishes Saul’s "Son of Thunder"
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characteristics—his violent zeal and uncompromising dedication to his beliefs before his
transformation.

(5:52 - 9:41) Saul’s Transformation

Jim recounts Saul’s dramatic conversion on the road to Damascus, as described in Acts 22. Saul,
armed with letters from the Sanhedrin to arrest Christians in Damascus, was struck by a blinding
light from heaven, revealed to be Jesus’ glory. Jesus confronted Saul, asking, “Why are you
persecuting me?” Blinded and humbled, Saul was led to Damascus, where Ananias, a devout Jew,
restored his sight and baptized him, marking his transformation into a follower of Christ. Jim notes
that the term "Sons of Thunder" derives from a Hebrew compound word meaning "son of violent
anger or thunder," fitting Saul’s initial aggressive zeal. This encounter redirected Saul’s passion
from persecution to becoming a witness for Christ, particularly to the Gentiles, illustrating how
Jesus can transform misguided zeal into productive faith.

(9:42 - 16:13) Saul’s Testimony and James and John’s Story

Continuing with Saul’s story, Jim describes how Saul, now Paul, reflected on his past as a
persecutor, acknowledging his role in imprisoning and beating Christians and approving Stephen’s
death. Jesus redirected Paul’s zeal, sending him to the Gentiles to spread the gospel. Jim then
transitions to James and John, the original "Sons of Thunder," as described in Luke 9:51-56. When
Samaritans rejected Jesus because He was headed to Jerusalem, James and John impulsively asked
if they should call down fire from heaven to destroy them, mimicking Elijah. Jesus rebuked them,
stating they did not understand the spirit they were exhibiting, as His mission was to save, not
destroy. This incident underscores their initial misunderstanding of Jesus’ teachings on love and
compassion, driven by their fiery, vengeful zeal.

(16:14 - 18:40) Biblical Reference to Sons of Thunder and Their Attitude

Jim references Mark 3:17, where Jesus officially names James and John “Boanerges,” meaning "Sons
of Thunder," due to their zealous and aggressive attitude, as seen in the Samaritan incident. He
marvels at how, despite being close to Jesus for over two years, they still proposed such a violent
response, revealing their failure to fully grasp His message of love. Jim concludes this section by
questioning the "manner of spirit" that led James and John to suggest such vengeance, noting that it
did not align with Jesus’ teachings. This sets the stage for further exploration of their
transformation, which Jim hints will be discussed later in the sermon.

(18:41 - 20:31) Elijah and Ahaziah: Context of Fire from Heaven

Preacher Jim transitions to the Old Testament story of Elijah and King Ahaziah, son of Ahab and
Jezebel, to provide context for James and John’s desire to call down fire from heaven. He describes
Ahab and Jezebel as profoundly evil, worshipping Baal and engaging in human sacrifices, including
passing children through fire to Molech in the valley of Hinnom. This idolatry led Israel astray, as
the kingdom followed the king’s example. Despite God sending prophets to warn them, their
persistent pagan practices invited divine judgment. Jim highlights the severity of their actions,
noting that God’s patience restrained Him from immediate destruction, though He continually
warned them through prophets like Elijah.

2



(20:32 - 22:31) Ahaziah’s Sin and Elijah’s Response

Jim recounts the incident in 2 Kings where Ahaziah, following in his parents’ idolatrous footsteps,
falls through the latticework of his palace and is severely injured. Rather than consulting God,
Ahaziah sends servants to inquire of Beelzebub, the Philistine god of Ekron, mockingly called “lord
of the flies” by the Jews (a jab at the false god’s true name, “lord of the palace”). The angel of the
Lord, identified by Jim as Jesus in the Old Testament, instructs Elijah to intercept the servants and
declare that Ahaziah will die in his bed for seeking a false god. This prophecy underscores God’s
authority and judgment against idolatry, setting the stage for Elijah’s confrontation with Ahaziah’s
forces.

(22:32 - 26:06) Elijah’s Confrontation and God’s Judgment

When Ahaziah’s servants report Elijah’s prophecy, the king, recognizing Elijah as the “hairy man in
hairy clothes,” sends a captain with fifty men to arrest him. Elijah, on a hill, responds by calling
down fire from heaven to consume them, affirming his prophetic authority and God’s power. Jim
explains that this severe act was meant to shock Israel into turning from false gods, as Beelzebub
was powerless compared to God’s might. A second group of fifty-one men meets the same fate when
they demand Elijah’s compliance. However, a third captain humbly pleads for mercy, and the angel
of the Lord instructs Elijah to go with them. Elijah delivers the prophecy directly to Ahaziah, who
indeed dies in his bed. Jim connects this to James and John’s misguided request to call down fire on
the Samaritans, noting that, unlike Ahaziah’s idolatry, the Samaritans’ rejection of Jesus was not a
comparable offense, making the disciples’ suggestion inappropriate.

(26:06 - 28:43) Satan’s Influence and the Wrong Spirit

Jim clarifies that James and John’s “manner of spirit” was not aligned with Elijah’s prophetic
mission but rather reflected a vengeful attitude. He shifts to the story of Job to illustrate a
destructive spirit, noting Satan’s challenge to God about Job’s faith. Satan, permitted to test Job
without taking his life, uses fire to destroy Job’s servants and sheep, revealing his malicious tactics.
Jim then cites Ephesians 2:1-3, where Paul describes humanity’s past subjection to the “prince of the
power of the air,” the devil, who influences disobedience. In Ephesians 6:10-12, Paul urges believers
to don the armor of God to stand against spiritual forces of evil, emphasizing that struggles are not
against flesh and blood but against dark spiritual powers. This connects the “Sons of Thunder”
attitude to a worldly, destructive spirit rather than Christ’s redemptive one.

(28:46 - 31:55) Contrasting Attitudes and the Call to Christlike Love

Jim contrasts the vengeful “Sons of Thunder” mindset with the attitudes of Jesus and Job. Jesus
resisted Satan’s temptations with humility, and Job, despite losing everything, blessed God’s name,
saying, “The Lord gives and the Lord takes away.” Jim stresses that Christians should emulate this
resilience and love, not the destructive zeal of James and John’s early days. He acknowledges that
the congregation may jokingly call each other “Sons of Thunder” due to their passion for God’s
word, but warns that such zeal must be tempered with kindness and gentleness, as described in 1
Corinthians 13’s depiction of agape love. Jim emphasizes that the Holy Spirit pours God’s love into
believers, transforming them to reflect Christ’s image rather than the world’s.
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(31:56 - 33:04) Transformation of John and Closing Invitation

Jim concludes by noting the transformation of John, who became known as the “Apostle of Love”
through his writings, such as his call to “love one another.” While James was martyred early by
Herod, Jim hopes he too was transformed before his death. The sermon ends with an invitation for
anyone struggling with a “Sons of Thunder” attitude or needing an “attitude adjustment” to come
forward for prayer, reinforcing the call to align with Christ’s love and humility. This closing ties the
sermon’s theme to practical application, urging the congregation to seek transformation through
prayer and community support.
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