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God’s Plan: christ in Creation, Worship, & Salvation

Summary of Transcript (0:04 - 30:28)

Scripture Readings:

Scripture readings were not recorded.

Summary
Preacher: Steve Cain
(0:00 - 4:58) Opening Prayer and Reflection on God’s Presence

Opening prayer expressing gratitude for God’s protection and the opportunity to gather for
worship. Acknowledgement that God adopts believers as His children and credits them with Jesus'
righteousness. Emphasis on God’s providential role in believers' lives, even when unrecognized.
Encouragement to offer sincere worship through Jesus, the ultimate sacrifice. Discussion about the
importance of faith, using Abraham as an example of trusting in God’s promises despite challenges.

(4:59 - 5:34) The Necessity of Faith

Reference to Abraham’s fear for his life and his use of deception, questioning whether God
approved of such actions. Reflection on how God ultimately protected Abraham, emphasizing
reliance on faith rather than self-effort. Call to recognize God’s constant presence and intervention
in daily life.

(5:34 - 6:22) Definition of Faith

Explanation of faith as being sure of what is hoped for and certain of the unseen, as found in
Hebrews 11. Faith is essential for pleasing God, as illustrated by biblical examples of faithfulness.

(6:22 - 7:59) Hope in Eternal Life and God’s Promises

Faith is centered on the hope of eternal life with God and fellow believers in heaven. The certainty
of this hope, based on God’s promises and Jesus' ability to deliver salvation. Reference to 1 John 5,


https://wschurchofchrist.org/content/p3Edu/sermonNotes/2020/20-0119a-Transcript-SC.html
https://wschurchofchrist.org/content/p3Edu/sermonNotes/2020/20-0119a-Transcript-SC.pdf

which affirms believers' assurance of eternal life. Importance of having unwavering faith, as
demonstrated by the ancients who were commended for their belief.

(7:59 - 9:29) Creation and Faith

Emphasis on faith in God’s creation of the universe, specifically the Genesis account. Rejection of
alternative explanations for creation, affirming belief in God’s command. Acknowledgment of a
previous class discussing creation and the fallacies of other beliefs, which was appreciated by the
speaker.

(9:30 - 11:54) Abel and Enoch: Examples of Faith

Discussion of Abel offering a better sacrifice than Cain, believing and obeying God’s instructions.
Reference to Enoch, who was taken by God without experiencing death due to his faith and life that
pleased God. Explanation that faith is required to please God, and belief in God’s existence is
essential.

(11:54 - 13:29) Enoch’s Faith and Pleasing God

Enoch serves as an example of a life lived in faith, pleasing God. The speaker highlights that
without faith, it is impossible to please God. Reiteration of the criteria: believers must believe that
God exists and rewards those who seek Him.

(13:30 - 15:05) Paul in Athens: Addressing the Unknown God

Introduction to Paul’s sermon in Athens (Acts 17), where he addresses the Athenians’ religious
practices. Paul observes numerous statues to various gods, including one to an "unknown god."
Paul uses this as an opportunity to proclaim the one true God who created the universe.

(15:05 - 16:07) The God of Creation

Paul asserts that the true God, who created the world, does not dwell in man-made temples or
objects. God is beyond physical representations, unlike the idols worshipped in Athens.

(16:27 - 17:48) God’s Role as Creator and Sustainer

God transcends temples and does not need human service because He provides life and breath to
all. Referencing the Genesis creation story, God not only created the heavens and earth but also
humanity. From one man, God made all nations, establishing both their times and places of
habitation. The speaker emphasizes that human existence is a direct result of God’s will.

(17:49 - 18:30) Diversity as Part of God’s Plan

The various nationalities present in the auditorium are viewed as part of God’s plan, showcasing
His intention for people to inhabit specific places. This diversity, spanning nations like China, the
Philippines, and South America, exists because God wills it.

(18:33 - 20:32) God’s Nearness and Divine Plan

God positioned humanity so that people might seek and find Him, though He is already near to
everyone. The speaker underscores the importance of believing in divine intervention, providence,



and God’s sustaining power. Humanity lives and exists within God, who desires humans to
acknowledge His influence in their lives. As God’s offspring, humans should not liken Him to
lifeless images made of gold, silver, or stone. In the past, God overlooked ignorance but now calls
everyone to repent, as judgment day is set, and Jesus will be the appointed judge. When Paul spoke
about the resurrection, some mocked, but others, including Dionysus and Damaris, became
believers.

(20:34 - 23:31) Proverbs and Acknowledging God’s Role in Life

The speaker asks if listeners believe God cares about their lives and actions, introducing a
reference to Proverbs 3. They highlight the importance of living according to God’s teachings and
commands, emphasizing trust in God and acknowledging Him in all things. The audience is
encouraged to thank God in everything, even in small, everyday matters. Psalms 15 is referenced to
emphasize that those who live blamelessly and righteously are the ones who dwell with God.

(23:33 - 25:40) Righteous Living and God’s Precepts

Psalm 15 continues with a focus on living a righteous life by being truthful, not slandering, or
causing harm to others. The importance of keeping one’s oath, even when it’s difficult, and not
exploiting others financially, is emphasized. Those who follow these principles will remain
unshaken in their relationship with God. The speaker transitions to Ecclesiastes, noting that after
trying everything in life, the ultimate conclusion is to fear God and keep His commandments.

(25:43 - 27:29) Conclusion from Ecclesiastes

Solomon’s pursuit of every experience leads to the conclusion that the whole duty of humanity is to
fear God and obey His commandments. This is presented as the central message of life, as all deeds
will be judged by God, whether good or evil. Worshiping God and living according to His will is
portrayed as essential to acknowledging Him.

(27:29 - 29:38) Worshiping God as He Desires

Worship is another key theme, with the speaker affirming that God has never been silent about
how He wants to be worshiped. From Abel to Cain and throughout biblical history, God has made
His expectations for worship clear. Jesus’ role as the high priest is highlighted, ordained by God to
be a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek. Jesus is the only path to God, and through Him,
humans find salvation, forgiveness, and righteousness. (29:39 - 30:28) Salvation Through Jesus
and the Invitation

Jesus provides the way for humans to become children of God and heirs through adoption. The
speaker reiterates that Jesus is the only name under heaven by which humanity can be saved. An
invitation is extended to anyone who wishes to worship God and follow Jesus, urging them to
become disciples, be baptized, and live a new life as members of Jesus’ church.
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