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(0:04 - 1:29) Opening Reflection and Prayer

Steve expresses excitement and mental preparation for studying Romans Chapter 4. He asks the
class to humor his approach, which aims to help appreciate Paul’s message. The class then prays to
Heavenly Father, thanking God for the written Word and seeking understanding and insight
inspired by the Holy Spirit. They pray to grasp the depth of Paul’s writing and to uncover what God
intends for them as students of the Word. The prayer closes in Jesus' name, Amen.

(1:33 - 4:24) Focus on Faith, Grace, and Abraham

Steve identifies two key words and principles: faith and grace. He shares his personal study insights
on the spirit of Romans 4, hoping they align with the text. Paul refers to Abraham, so background
from Genesis on Abraham’s life and relationship with God is essential, centered on faith. Steve
recalls Romans 1:16-17 (NIV), emphasizing that the gospel reveals God’s righteousness by faith from
first to last, quoting "the righteous will live by faith." Paul invites consideration of Abraham’s
(Abram) experience with God regarding faith.

(4:25 - 9:25) Abraham’s Fleshly Life and Self-Seeking

In Romans 4:1, Paul asks what Abraham our forefather according to the flesh discovered. Steve
highlights "flesh" as normal earthly life focused on personal problems like food, shelter, health,
family, and finances, solved by one’s own abilities without thinking of God. Abraham at age 75 lived
similarly in the flesh, concerned with practical matters. God appealed to Abraham’s self-seeking
nature with promises of land, seed, and nation. This mirrors how God appealed to the Israelites'
self-seeking when bringing them out of Egypt. Examples of self-seeking include Eve’s temptation,
drug use, and performance enhancers for personal gain.

(9:25 - 14:53) Building Faith Through God’s Interventions

Abraham initially accepts God’s promises from a self-seeking "what’s in it for me" perspective
rather than true belief. He doubts because people often fail to keep promises. Genesis shows
Abraham solving problems himself instead of relying on God, such as passing Sarah off as his sister
before two kings, where God intervenes. In Genesis 15, God reiterates the promises, but Abraham
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expresses doubt after years without a child, noting his foreman would inherit. God’s wrath targets
humanity’s failure to rely on Him as provider, similar to jealousy in marriage from fear of
displacement. God wants people to believe He meets needs, as in Matthew 6.

(14:55 - 18:11) Genesis 15 Belief and God’s Response

Abraham’s faith is initially weak. In Genesis 15, God takes Abraham outside to view the stars,
promising descendants as numerous and confirming a son from Sarah, not the foreman. Abraham
believes God. Steve interprets God’s delighted reaction as "Finally, he believes in me," imagining
God embracing Abraham and declaring him righteous, calling him "my child" and "my son."

(18:12 - 22:17) Faith Precedes Grace and Abraham’s Growth

God desires everyone to reach full belief for reconciliation through Jesus. Faith precedes grace;
Abraham believed before receiving the declaration of righteousness. From this point, Abraham’s
belief remains strong. He believes the promise of a son when visitors announce it, and later
believes God would raise Isaac from the dead if sacrificed, as noted in Hebrews. God develops faith
progressively in every person regardless of age or stage of life.

(22:17 - 24:59) Conclusion on Faith, Grace, and Reconciliation

Steve summarizes that faith precedes grace. Grace offers reconciliation to God, friendship, sonship,
and constant access in prayer. Abraham’s story illustrates God nurturing faith from weakness to
full trust. As Christians, belief in Jesus' atonement and ongoing intercession ensures salvation when
walking in the light. Steve acknowledges his interpretation as "Cainism" and notes God actively
increases faith throughout life to enable reconciliation through Jesus, making believers disciples in
His church.

(25:01 - 26:27) Justification by Faith Not Works

Steve continues reading from Romans 4, noting that if Abraham was justified by works, he would
have something to boast about, but not before God. Scripture says Abraham believed God, and it
was credited to him as righteousness. Abraham did not earn this relationship through
accomplishments; it came through faith. God desires reliance on Him to meet needs and sustain
life. Paul contrasts this with works: wages for work are an obligation, not a gift, but to the one who
does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, faith is credited as righteousness. David
describes the blessedness of those whose transgressions are forgiven, sins covered, and whom the
Lord never counts sin against, referencing Jeremiah 31 where God remembers sins no more.

(26:29 - 28:35) Blessedness for All, Circumcision Timing

Paul asks if this blessedness is only for the circumcised or also for the uncircumcised, emphasizing
it is not limited to any group like Jews or others. Abraham’s faith was credited as righteousness
before circumcision. Circumcision served as a sign and seal of the righteousness he already had by
faith while still uncircumcised. God declared Abraham righteous prior to the Law of Moses, with no
additional laws or requirements like baptism needed at that time—only the law of sin and death
applied. Circumcision occurred later in Genesis after Ishmael was born, at least two to three years
after God credited righteousness.



(28:36 - 31:17) Abraham as Prototype for All Believers

Abraham became the prototype and first model of righteousness by faith before any Hebrew nation
existed. He represents how people can become righteous in God’s sight through faith alone.
Circumcision was not required for righteousness; it later identified Abraham’s family tree among
many others in the world. Ishmael, already born, was circumcised along with the household, but
this came after Abraham’s declaration of righteousness. Paul establishes Abraham as the father of
all who believe, whether circumcised or not.

(31:20 - 34:41) Father of Believers Through Faith

Abraham is the father of all who believe but have not been circumcised, so righteousness can be
credited to them. He is also the father of the circumcised who follow in the footsteps of Abraham’s
faith before circumcision. Jews did not achieve righteousness by following the law through works
of the flesh but lacked Abraham’s faith. The promise that Abraham and his offspring would be heir
of the world came not through the law but through the righteousness that comes by faith. The law,
coming 600-700 years later, brings wrath; where there is no law, there is no transgression.
Righteousness comes by faith, not law-keeping.

(34:41 - 38:36) Promise by Faith and Grace

The promise comes by faith so it may be by grace and guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not
only those of the law but also those with the faith of Abraham. God gives life to the dead and calls
into being things that were not. Grace means God crediting righteousness not because it is
deserved. Faith is essential; one is not saved by grace without it, nor by faith only in a mere
intellectual sense. God’s promise is eternal life through Jesus, kept as a guarantee.

(38:38 - 45:13) Abraham’s Strong Faith Against Hope

Steve references 1 John and other epistles, noting Jesus will claim believers marked by the Holy
Spirit at judgment—the earnest and guarantee of salvation. The promise comes by faith so it may be
by grace and guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring. As it is written, God made Abraham a father of
many nations. Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and became the father of many nations.
Without weakening in faith, he faced the reality that his body and Sarah’s womb were as good as
dead at about 100 years old. He did not waver through unbelief but was strengthened in faith,
giving glory to God, fully persuaded that God had power to do what He promised. This faith was
credited to him as righteousness, written not only for Abraham but for us who believe in Him who
raised Jesus from the dead. Jesus was delivered over to death for our sins and raised for our
justification. This echoes Romans 1:16-17—the gospel is the power of God for salvation to everyone
who believes, revealing righteousness by faith from first to last. The righteous live by faith. The last
verses of Romans 4 define true faith.

(45:14 - 47:18) Faith Shown in Baptism and Conclusion

The words about crediting righteousness apply to us who believe in God who raised Jesus.
Justification comes through His death for transgressions and resurrection. This foreshadows
Romans 6, where belief is shown in baptism into Christ’s death and being raised in the likeness of
His resurrection. Steve concludes the lesson on time, thanking the class for listening.



Verses covered by Steve in this class

Steve covered the entire chapter of Romans 4 in his class, walking through it verse by verse (or
section by section) while also referencing supporting passages from elsewhere in Romans and the
0Old Testament.

Verses from Romans 4 explicitly covered.:

Romans 4:1 — “What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh,
discovered in this matter?”

Romans 4:3 — “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”

Romans 4:4-5 — Contrast between wages for work vs. faith credited as righteousness to the one
who trusts God who justifies the ungodly.

Romans 4:6-8 — David’s words on the blessedness of the person to whom God credits
righteousness apart from works (quoting Psalm 32).

Romans 4:9 - “Is this blessedness only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised?”

Romans 4:10-12 - Timing of Abraham’s righteousness (before circumcision) and Abraham as
father of all who believe (circumcised or uncircumcised).

Romans 4:13 — The promise to Abraham and his offspring to be heir of the world came through
faith, not law.

Romans 4:14-15 - If heirs depend on law, faith is worthless and the promise is void; law brings
wrath.

Romans 4:16 — The promise comes by faith so that it may be by grace and guaranteed to all
Abraham’s offspring.

Romans 4:17 - God “gives life to the dead and calls into being things that were not.”

Romans 4:18-21 — Abraham’s faith “against all hope,” believing God’s promise despite his and
Sarah’s dead bodies.

Romans 4:22-25 — “It was credited to him as righteousness” written for us too; Jesus delivered
for our sins and raised for our justification.

Steve also tied the chapter together by repeatedly referencing Romans 1:16-17 (“the righteous will
live by faith”) as the overarching theme.

Other key references Steve used:

Genesis 15 (Abraham’s belief and covenant)
Genesis 17 (circumcision)

Hebrews 11 (Abraham offering Isaac)
Jeremiah 31 (sins remembered no more)
Colossians 2 (spiritual circumcision)

1 John (eternal life promise)



* Matthew 6 (God as provider)

In summary, the class was a full, detailed exposition of Romans 4:1-25, with Steve emphasizing the
sequence, historical context with Abraham, and the central contrast between faith/grace versus
works/law.
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