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(0:04 - 1:28) Prayer and Context for Romans Study

Continuing on Chapter 2 of Romans, which serves as a prerequisite for understanding Chapter 3,
the teacher begins at verse 17 but first leads the class in prayer to the Heavenly Father. He thanks
God for the opportunity to gather, for health and safety that allowed attendance, and for the ability
to read and understand Scripture. The prayer requests God’s blessing for insight, right application,
and correct understanding of Paul’s message to the church in Rome.

The teacher reminds the class that Paul is writing to the church in Rome, a diverse group of people.
He prays these things in Jesus Christ’s name, and the class responds with "Amen."

(1:29 - 3:39) Background of the Roman Church Composition

The Roman church consists of people from varied backgrounds, but the predominant group comes
through the Jewish faith. This faith opened the way for Gentiles to enter, as seen in the progression
from Jerusalem to Samaria and outward, following the pattern in Acts. The gospel initially spread
mainly among Jews until Peter encountered Cornelius and Paul ministered to others.

Jesus himself came from Jewish heritage, with his lineage tracing back through Abraham to Mary
and Joseph. Therefore, the main members of the Roman church were likely Christians who entered
through the Jewish faith, with the rest being Gentiles of various kinds, including barbarians or
Greeks. These Gentiles were subject to idolatry, superstitions, and worship of false gods, unlike the
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

(3:39 - 5:19) Gentile Idolatry and Potential for Superiority Attitudes

Paul’s experience in Athens, as described in Acts 17, illustrates Gentile idolatry. While preparing to
speak to the Areopagites, he observed statues to various gods and one to the unknown God, which
he used to introduce the true God they ignorantly worshiped. The Roman church included both
Jewish-background Christians and Gentiles.

This mix made it easy for those raised knowing the true God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to feel
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superior and lord it over the Gentiles, pointing out what they were missing. Paul addresses this
attitude directly, questioning whether Jewish-background believers are truly better off than
Gentiles. He emphasizes that all are subject to sin and the death penalty, making no one inherently
superior.

(5:20 - 6:39) Universal Need for God’s Righteousness

Even with the Mosaic Law (referred to as the "Mozeffa thing"), its primary role was to reveal
sinfulness. Both Jewish and Gentile believers need to recognize they are sinners requiring God’s
righteousness, which God extends to all. Paul aims to convey this in the first three chapters of
Romans.

He directs comments especially to Jewish people, urging them not to be arrogant or "uppish.”
Knowing the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is the main difference, but both groups need
salvation, forgiveness of sins, and a sacrifice to deal with sin. Circumcision or heritage alone does
not secure a covenant relationship.

(6:41 - 7:37) Warning Against Hypocrisy and Emphasis on Faith

The teacher shares a personal analogy from his upbringing: some claimed security simply by being
in the Church of Christ, similar to how Jews relied on religious practices without true faith. Just
attending or performing rituals does not guarantee salvation if done merely to "get the card
punched" rather than by genuine faith.

He stresses the importance of reflecting on the value and role of faith in one’s life. After this
reflection, the class proceeds to examine the Scripture.

(7:39 - 9:41) Paul’s Rebuke of Jewish Hypocrisy (Romans 2:17-24)

Starting at Romans 2:17 and continuing into Chapter 3, Paul addresses those who call themselves
Jews, rely on the law, boast in God, know His will, and approve superior things because instructed
by the law. They see themselves as guides for the blind, lights for those in darkness, instructors of
the foolish, and teachers of little children, since the law embodies knowledge and truth.

Paul challenges them sharply: those who teach others, do they not teach themselves? They preach
against stealing yet steal; they condemn adultery yet commit it; they abhor idols yet rob temples.
Boasting in the law while breaking it dishonors God. As written, God’s name is blasphemed among
the Gentiles because of their hypocrisy. This mirrors criticisms the teacher heard growing up about
church hypocrisy, where behavior caused God’s name to be blasphemed.

(9:42 - 11:12) True Meaning of Circumcision and Jewish Identity (Romans
2:25-29)

Paul focuses on circumcision, valuable if one observes the law, but if the law is broken, one
becomes as uncircumcised. Conversely, if the uncircumcised keep the law’s requirements, they will
be regarded as circumcised. The uncircumcised who obey the law will condemn the circumcised
lawbreaker who has the written code.

A person is not a Jew merely outwardly, nor is circumcision only outward and physical. True Jewish



identity is inward, with circumcision of the heart by the Spirit, not the written code. Such a person’s
praise comes from God, not people. Paul thus firmly places them in their proper position while
addressing their attitudes.

(11:13 - 12:49) Advantages of Jewish Heritage (Romans 3:1-4)

Though rebuked, there is advantage in Jewish heritage, something to be proud of without lording
over others. In Romans 3:1-2, Paul asks what advantage there is in being a Jew or the value of
circumcision. The answer is "much in every way," primarily because the Jews were entrusted with
the very words of God.

This heritage provides reason for pride: God honored them with experience of knowing Him, being
blessed by Him, and receiving His word through the prophets. Paul builds them up after the earlier
correction. He then addresses unfaithfulness: if some were unfaithful, does that nullify God’s
faithfulness? Not at all. Let God be true and every human a liar, as written, so that God may be
proved right when He speaks and prevails when He judges.

(12:49 - 15:19) Addressing Misunderstandings of Grace and Sin

Some reasoned that since grace increases where sin abounds, greater sin would bring more grace.
Thus, a terrible sinner might receive as much grace as someone raised in the church and baptized
young as a formality. Examples include Jeffrey Dahmer, who reportedly became a Christian in
prison; God’s grace reached him too.

God’s grace extends to anyone who wants to be saved and acknowledges Him as God.
Unfaithfulness by some does not nullify God’s faithfulness. Even if a Christian falls away, God
remains true and waits for return; it does not mean God has failed. The teacher addresses a related
comment about human tendencies to withdraw after being wronged, clarifying it does not limit
God’s ongoing offer of grace.

(15:20 - 19:03) Human Arguments on Unrighteousness and God’s Justice
(Romans 3:5-8)

Continuing the discussion, if unrighteousness highlights God’s righteousness more clearly, is God
unjust in bringing wrath? Paul rejects this human argument emphatically: certainly not. Otherwise,
how could God judge the world?

If falsehood enhances God’s truthfulness and glory, why condemn the sinner? Some slanderously
claim believers say "let us do evil that good may result,"” but their condemnation is just. The teacher
connects this to Scott’s point: as Christians, God provides righteousness through Jesus, but falling
away (as in Hebrews) re-crucifies Christ, removing forgiveness and returning one to the world
under law. This does not make God unrighteous; condemnation reflects His righteousness.

(19:04 - 20:50) Walking in the Light and No Condemnation

A student interjects that the idea of walking in the light fits well here. Romans states there is no
condemnation for those who love God and obey Him. John teaches to walk in the light as He is in
the light. The verse before warns that claiming to love God while walking in darkness is
inconsistent.



John addresses not outsiders, atheists, or the lost, but those who claim to love God—people who
think they are Christians or are Christians yet walk in darkness. Such people have effectively re-
crucified Christ. In contrast, those walking in the light and striving to change are covered by the
blood of Christ. There is a clear difference between the two.

Quoting Romans 8, there is now no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus. However, those not
walking in the light are not truly in Christ Jesus. According to the Hebrew letter, they have re-
crucified Christ and are therefore subject to condemnation. Christians walking in darkness, even if
they claim to love God, face this condemnation, while those truly in Christ and walking in the light
do not.

(20:52 - 22:22) Application to Christians and Examples of Darkness

The discussion applies specifically to Christians, not outsiders who are already lost. Paul addresses
Christians with Jewish background. Some who claim to love Christ still walk in darkness. This is
clearly visible in Catholicism, where a mobster might rely on indulgences and feel secure despite
sin.

The class explores what constitutes walking in the light versus darkness. Believers must study to
show themselves approved. Paul in Romans 7 describes sin dwelling in him; when he approves the
law and hates what he does, he affirms the law’s rightness. A person walking in the light feels guilty
and ashamed of sin, does not justify it, sees it honestly, and tries to change even when difficult.

(22:22 - 24:09) Walking in Light vs. Darkness and Circumcision Theme

Walking in darkness includes casually saying one is baptized, can just apologize, and be covered
without genuine effort. The teacher agrees and returns to Romans. The main subject remains
circumcision and how Jews treated it. Jews believed that mere physical circumcision placed them in
covenant relationship with God.

However, one is not truly a Jew without keeping the law or having the heart circumcised by the
Spirit. Paul uses the Jewish example to illustrate the broader point. This aligns with the earlier
discussion on walking in the light. For uncircumcised Gentiles walking in the light, the Spirit works
in their hearts as well.

(24:09 - 25:38) Heart Circumcision, Faith, and Abraham’s Example

God looks at the heart, not the flesh. Jews relied on physical circumcision for covenant status but
neglected heart circumcision. This explains why Jews sought righteousness through law works
rather than faith, while Gentiles found righteousness through faith and heart circumcision,
becoming children of Abraham.

When Abraham was circumcised, it was not to prove he was already saved but to demonstrate his
belief in God. It served as an example of what God wanted to do for the whole world, not to set
aside one specific people exclusively. Circumcision helped track the promise through the
generations.



(25:39 - 27:07) God’s Promise Through Specific Seed Line

God keeps His promise specifically through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—not Ishmael or Esau. Paul
emphasizes this in Galatians. The promise focuses on that particular seed line. Matthew and Luke’s
genealogies demonstrate that Jesus fulfills the promise made to Abraham, tracing His lineage
through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob all the way back.

(27:08 - 28:58) Purpose of Circumcision and Abraham as Gentile

The lineages show Jesus as the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham. Jews claimed Jewish
identity through physical circumcision. Paul challenges whether their hearts are circumcised and if
they belong to the seed of the promise. Circumcision signaled God’s plan, using Abraham—an
original Gentile taken from among Gentiles—as the means to bless the world through his seed.

Israelites misconstrued circumcision as a point of pride and mere heritage rather than its true
purpose. God showed blessings and purpose to the circumcised, but the real issue was heart
condition.

(29:00 - 30:48) Israel’s Unfaithfulness After Egypt

God’s real anger with the Israelites after bringing them out of Egypt stemmed from their
unfaithfulness. After crossing the Red Sea, they quickly reverted to complaining and idolatry,
forgetting God’s promise of the promised land. They asked why there weren’t enough graves in
Egypt and turned back to the life they knew, failing to give God credit.

This attitude of unfaithfulness was God’s primary concern. Paul addresses their misunderstanding
of what circumcision truly means. The teacher expresses love for Psalm 147, particularly its final
verses.

(30:49 - 32:39) Psalm 147 on God’s Unique Revelation to Israel

In Psalm 147, starting around verse 19, God revealed His word to Jacob and His laws and decrees to
Israel. He did not do this for any other nation. This blessing came only to the descendants of Jacob
(Israel). God blessed Israel with His presence and glory in a unique way.

Other nations did not know His laws. The teacher notes that while God looked after the rest of the
world then and does today, Israel received this special revelation. The class is encouraged to praise
the Lord.

(32:41 - 34:14) No Advantage in Checklist Religion

Physical circumcision alone, merely proving descent from Jacob, carries no real advantage or "cuts
any ice." It does not "buy any coffee." Such thinking leads to "checklist believing" or getting one’s
card punched through rituals.

Paul explains that Israelites failed to obtain the righteousness they sought because they approached
the law of Moses as works rather than faith. They treated observances like Passover or sacrifices as
items to check off to offset sins. No works can truly offset sins. The teacher references his recent
sermon using a balance sheet analogy that a student named John appreciated.



(34:14 - 35:56) Righteousness as God’s Gift Through Faith

People struggle to accept that righteousness cannot be earned; God freely provides it. This theme
shines in Romans 3. Apart from the law, the righteousness of God—His gift—has been made known.
This is the essence of the gospel.

The gospel involves God reconciling humanity to Himself through Christ. Jesus offers the atoning
sacrifice for sins, and God credits His righteousness as a gift. While 1 Corinthians 15 highlights
Christ’s death and resurrection, the core gospel is this reconciliation and imputed righteousness.
The teacher must soon leave but continues briefly.

(35:58 - 37:39) Romans 3:21-26 Summary of the Gospel

Apart from the law, God’s righteousness has been revealed, to which the law and prophets testify.
This righteousness comes through faith in Christ Jesus to all who believe. There is no difference
between Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of God’s glory. All are justified freely by
His grace through the redemption in Christ Jesus.

God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement through His blood, received by faith. This
demonstrates God’s righteousness, as in His forbearance He had left prior sins unpunished. It
shows God as both just and the justifier of those who have faith in Jesus.

(37:40 - 38:40) Conclusion of Romans 3 and the Gospel Message

Boasting is excluded—not by a law of works, but by the law of faith. A person is justified by faith
apart from works of the law. God is not the God of Jews only but also of Gentiles. The one God
justifies both the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through the same faith. This faith
upholds rather than nullifies the law.

The teacher declares "Amen" and states he must go. He emphasizes that this passage reveals the
gospel so the church can be on the same page: all are saved by the same means and for the same
purpose. Let God be praised.

(38:41 - 39:24) God’s Impartiality and Closing

God shows no partiality or respect of persons. The message went to Jews first, then Gentiles, but
blessings reach everyone equally. The teacher thanks the class for their tolerance and announces
they will continue and finish Chapter 3 next week.



Verses Steve covered in his 3/29 class:

Here is a clear summary of the verses in Romans that Steve covered in his March 29, 2026 class
(Title: Romans chapter 2-3):

Verses Explicitly Read, Discussed, or Commented On:

* Romans 2:17-24 Steve read and strongly emphasized this entire section, focusing on Paul’s
rebuke of Jewish hypocrisy (boasting in the law while breaking it, teaching others but not
themselves, etc.). He highlighted verse 24: “God’s name is blasphemed among the Gentiles
because of you.”

* Romans 2:25-29 Steve covered the entire passage on circumcision, explaining its true value and
that a true Jew is one inwardly, with circumcision of the heart by the Spirit, not merely outward
and physical.

* Romans 3:1-4 Steve read and discussed the advantage of being a Jew and the value of
circumcision (“Much in every way... entrusted with the very words of God”), along with the
question of whether Jewish unfaithfulness nullifies God’s faithfulness.

* Romans 3:5-8 Steve addressed the human arguments about unrighteousness highlighting God’s
righteousness, the objection that more sin brings more grace, and the slanderous claim “Let us
do evil that good may result.”

* Romans 3:21-26 (partial but significant) Toward the end of class, Steve moved into these key
verses and read most of them, covering:

* Righteousness of God apart from the law (v. 21)

* Righteousness through faith in Christ Jesus to all who believe (v. 22)

* No difference between Jew and Gentile — all have sinned (v. 22-23)

* Justified freely by grace through redemption in Christ Jesus (v. 24)

* Christ as sacrifice of atonement (v. 25)

* God’s righteousness demonstrated, being just and the justifier (v. 26)

* Romans 3:27-31 (briefly) Steve quickly touched on the exclusion of boasting, justification by
faith apart from works of the law, God as God of both Jews and Gentiles, and that faith upholds
the law.

Summary of Coverage:

Steve primarily focused on Romans 2:17 through 2:29 (the strong rebuke concerning Jewish
privilege and circumcision) and then moved into Romans 3:1-8 and Romans 3:21-31, spending the
most time on the heart of the gospel in 3:21-26.

He did not cover the early part of Chapter 2 (verses 1-16) in this session, as he noted he had
“already commented basically on Chapter 2” and started at verse 17. He also skipped or only lightly
referenced 3:9-20.

Main emphasis of the class: - Warning against relying on religious heritage or outward signs



(circumcision, law) without faith and heart change. - The universal need for God’s righteousness by
faith. - No difference between Jew and Gentile—all need the same gospel.
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