
Thought For The Week

Genesis Day 3, Part 2

Unveiling God’s Purposeful Creation
On March 9, 2025, Scott delivered a sermon titled Beginnings: Day 3, Part 2 – Origin of Life, rooted
in Genesis 1:11-13, during an evening service where John read the scripture with warmth and
clarity. This passage, describing God’s command for the earth to produce grass, seed-bearing herbs,
and fruit trees “after their kind,” is no mere story—it’s a historical account of God’s intentional act
of creation. Scott invited us to linger in this text, not as an allegory or moral tale, but as a revelation
of God’s heart, power, and purpose. He introduced three wonders of the third day—orderly kinds,
foundational plants, and mature provision—each unveiling the Creator’s design and challenging
modern evolutionary narratives. Let’s explore these wonders and their implications for our faith
and worldview.

The First Wonder: “After Their Kind” – God’s Orderly Design

Scott began by emphasizing the phrase “after their kind,” repeated in Genesis 1:11-13, signaling
God’s deliberate order. The Hebrew term min, translated as “kind,” is broader than the modern
scientific concept of “species.” While science might distinguish species by minor traits—like a
finch’s beak shape—God’s “kinds” are stable, foundational categories. Drawing from the Institute of
Creation Research (ICR), Scott explained that a “dog kind” might include huskies, terriers, and
wolves, while a “plant kind” could encompass roses and wildflowers. Dr. John Morris, quoted from
ICR, notes that these kinds are designed to reproduce within fixed boundaries, allowing variation
(like different dog breeds) but not transformation into other kinds (a dog becoming a cat). This
challenges evolution’s view of life as a single, branching tree, proposing instead a garden of
distinct, God-ordained kinds.

The fossil record, Scott argued, supports this biblical view. Fossils show variety within kinds—like
different ferns or conifers—but no transitional forms, such as a fern with fins or a half-plant, half-
fish. This absence undermines evolution’s claim of gradual transformation across kinds. Instead,
Genesis presents a Creator who balances steadfast boundaries with creative diversity, unlike the
ever-shifting classifications of modern taxonomy. This wonder invites us to see God’s order and
beauty, where life flourishes within purposeful limits, reflecting a design both stable and vibrant.

The Second Wonder: Plants First – A Thoughtful Foundation

Next, Scott marveled at God’s choice to initiate life with plants—quiet, rooted life—rather than
dynamic creatures like fish or birds. Evolution posits a slow progression from ocean microbes to
land plants over millions of years, but Genesis declares that on day three, within a 6,000-year
timeline traced through biblical genealogies, the earth burst forth with vegetation. This choice is
poetic and purposeful. As Apologetics Press highlights, plants are a deliberate act of provision,
preparing the earth for future inhabitants (Psalm 104:14). They oxygenate the air, anchor the soil,
and bear fruit, setting a table for animals and humans created later in the week.
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This order reveals God’s foresight and care. Unlike evolution’s chaotic, survival-driven narrative,
where life claws its way forward, Genesis portrays a Creator who thoughtfully lays a foundation.
Plants aren’t just biological entities; they’re gifts that sustain life—oxygen for breath, roots for
stability, and fruit for nourishment. Scott painted a vivid picture of a barren land under an empty
sky transforming as God’s voice summoned grass, herbs, and trees. This wasn’t a dramatic spectacle
but a quiet, purposeful emergence, revealing a God who plans with love and precision.

The Third Wonder: Mature and Fruitful – A Ready-Made Creation

The third wonder is perhaps the most awe-inspiring: these plants appeared mature, laden with
seeds and fruit, not as seedlings awaiting years to grow. Scott cited Dr. Duane Gish from ICR, who
asserts that God created a mature earth, bypassing the slow cycles of growth evolution demands.
An apple tree, which might take years to bear fruit naturally, stood fruitful on day three. Wheat
swayed golden, vines hung heavy with grapes, and olive trees looked ancient—all within a single
day, from evening to morning. This immediacy underscores a creation ready to sustain life from the
outset, a gift given freely, not earned through time.

Scott expanded on two implications of this mature creation. First, it serves a functional purpose:
provision. Genesis 1:29 reveals God giving plants to Adam and animals for food on day six. Without
mature, fruit-bearing plants, there’d be no sustenance for them. Imagine Adam stepping into Eden,
tasting fruit born that week in a world instantly abundant—a tangible gift from a generous Creator.
Second, this is a miracle of staggering power. Evolution relies on slow rhythms—seed, sprout,
growth, harvest—but Genesis reveals a God unbound by time, speaking life into wholeness
instantly. Dr. Morris describes this as genetic stability, with seeds carrying consistent blueprints:
oaks yield acorns, vines produce grapes, perfect from the start. This wonder invites us to pause,
awestruck, at a world alive and thriving from its first moment.

Synthesizing the Wonders: God’s Character and Purpose

Scott wove these wonders into a cohesive reflection, tying them to God’s character. “After their
kind” reveals a Creator of order and beauty, setting life within stable yet flexible bounds. “Plants
first” whispers His care, laying a loving foundation for creation. “Maturity” displays His power and
provision, delivering a world complete from the outset. This narrative stands in stark contrast to
uniformitarianism, articulated by James Hutton in 1785, which sees the present as the key to a past
shaped by slow, uniform processes over billions of years. Scott countered with 2 Peter 3:5, affirming
that God’s word, not chance or ages, formed the heavens and earth.

The fossil record, he argued, aligns with Genesis. Dr. Morris and Apologetics Press note that fossils
show plants appearing fully formed, with no transitional forms like half-plant, half-fish. This
evidence supports a sudden, distinct, and complete creation, set roughly 6,000 years ago. Scott
connected this to broader theology: Romans 5:12 links death to Adam’s sin, not eons of decay, and
Christ, the last Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45), redeems it. A young earth with a real day three roots
this hope, evident in everyday blessings—bread, air, leaves—all tracing back to God’s kindness.

Contrasting Worldviews: Genesis vs. Uniformitarianism

The sermon’s climax contrasted Genesis with uniformitarianism’s worldview. Evolution’s slow,
chance-driven model falters on day three, where life bursts forth instantly, not gradually. Fossils
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lack the transitional forms evolution predicts, while Genesis’ account of distinct kinds aligns with
the evidence. Scott emphasized that this isn’t just a scientific debate but a theological one. If death
and struggle predate Adam’s sin, the gospel’s foundation—Christ’s redemption of a fallen
world—weakens. A literal day three, within a young earth, upholds the biblical narrative of a
purposeful creation, where life reflects God’s glory and provision.

Conclusion

The wonders of day three—orderly kinds, foundational plants, and mature provision—reveal a
Creator who speaks life into being with purpose, care, and power. As we reflect on this sermon,
we’re invited to see God’s hand in every blade of grass, every breath, every fruit—a world designed
not by chance but by a loving, sovereign Creator.
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